
 

CYMDEITHAS MYNYDDOEDD CAMBRIA 

CAMBRIAN MOUNTAINS SOCIETY 

MINUTES OF THE 2018 AGM  

held at The Metropole Hotel, Llandrindod Wells on Saturday 27th October 2018 

Present:  Roger Earis (Chairman) and 32 Members together with 

representatives of Dyfodol Cambrian Futures who were to make a 

presentation on their remit to prepare a scheme for the improvement of the 

economy and the social infrastructure of our part of Mid Wales. 

Apologies were received from 17 members. 

 The Chairman welcomed Trustees and members to the meeting. 

1.  The Minutes of the meeting held at the Metropole Hotel on 28th October 

2017 were approved as a correct record subject to the inclusion of the 

words ‘for wind’ at the end of the first sentence of item 3 (b). 

Matters arising:   

(a) Discussion on greater use of the Welsh language in the Society’s 

business.  The Chairman pointed out the expense of translating the website 

into Welsh.  However, there were a number of contributions in Welsh from 

members in the 2018 journal.  There were several suggestions in relation to 

help in kind or from grant aid which the Chairman said he would pursue.  

(b) It was agreed that a register of the Trustees attendance at meetings 

would be retained.  The Chairman appealed yet again for more support 

from members. 

 

2. Chairman’s Report:  This had been included within the journal.  He paid 

tribute to the contribution of founder member and first CMS Chair, Prof. 

David Bateman who had died during the year.  He thanked: Margaret 

Tregear for preparing the Journal; Malcolm Tunley who had organised the 

walks programme; Richard Wilson the Webmaster; and Geoff Sinclair who 

had represented the Society at the Powys LDP inquiry.  He also 

acknowledged the contribution of the hotel and their continuing support of 

the AGM. 



3. Treasurer’s Report:  had been circulated.  Only about 25% of the 

membership had gift-aided their donations, and there were still some 

problems in obtaining authorised changes to standing orders from some of 

the membership. Recruitment of more members would help to increase the 

Society’s income. 

 

4. Membership:  Peter Foulkes confirmed that GDPR (General Data Protection 

Regulations) required express consent individually by members to be given 

if charities wished to retain any personal data on members other than basic 

information relating to names and addresses.  Individuals can edit personal 

details on their own page via Member Mojo. The Society’s updated privacy 

statement could be found on the website.  An approach to members 

requesting information on their particular interests and skills was 

authorised.  Membership numbers had dropped slightly – now standing at 

300.   

 

5. Powys CC LDP Examination:  Peter Foulkes noted there had been a major 

input from CPRW Brecon and Radnor Branch to the Inquiry, and Margaret 

Tregear's enormous contribution to this had in turn helped CMS to 

formulate a response.  The Society's major push was that Powys CC should 

consider setting up Special Landscape Areas (SLA) within the county just as 

other counties covering the Cambrian Mountains had done previously. The 

Inspector did not accept this in her recommendations. Strategic Search 

Areas (SSA) for wind and solar had been withdrawn earlier in the Inquiry 

and none of the 20 search areas finally adopted were situated within the 

boundaries of the Cambrian Mountains. 

 

Other Matters noted:    

6. 'Brexit & Our Land' - a consultation from  WG on agriculture and land 

management had emphasized economic resilience and public goods 

payment.  The Society had submitted a response. 

 

7. Nant y Moch proposed wind farm: Vattenfall had terminated their option 

agreement on SSA-D.  

 

8. Bryn Blaen wind farm (near Llangurig but just outside our boundary) was 

still not operating. 

 

9. The recently announced Summit to Sea/O'r Mynydd i'r Mor project.  



10.  Elections:  The Trustees had agreed that Iolo Williams be asked to continue 

as President.   

The Trustees were re-elected as follows:  Prof. Roger Earis: Chairman; 

Michael Rolt: Secretary;  Trustees: Brian Davies, Peter Foulkes, Dafydd 

Morris-Jones, Clive Myhill, Ken Thomas, Margaret Tregear,  Ann West.   

 

The Chairman informed the meeting that due to changes in his personal 

circumstances  it was likely that he would need to stand down as chair 

during the next year. 

 

11.   AOB:  A member referred to the prominence of an English name in an 

article written in Welsh in the Journal – the Monks' Trod. He  asked the 

Trustees to take positive steps to promote a Welsh name for this ancient 

track.  

 

Roger Earis, Chairman should have signed off these Minutes but as he 

stood down during 2019 Peter Foulkes as Acting Chair has signed them off. 

(October 18th 2019) 

 

Following the AGM  there was a presentation by Dafydd Wyn Morgan and 

Ester Wakeling  of Dyfodol Cambrian Futures.  Part of their remit over a two 

year period on behalf of Cambrian Mountains Initiative  was to produce a 

report on the establishment of an organisation to further enhance the social 

and economic fabric of the Cambrian Mountains including its landscape.  The 

intention was that the initiative should come from the inhabitants of the area 

using the Parc Naturelle system in France as a guideline.   

After an excellent lunch Harriet Earis led a talk entitled “About Welsh” in 

which she tried to show the links between; Welsh, English and other Indo-

European languages.  She followed this with a short recital on her Harp(s). 


