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Crynodeb Gweithredol  
 
Dyffryn Ceiriog a’r Berwyn: Priodoldeb ei Dynodi yn Ardal o Harddwch Naturiol 
Eithriadol – Adroddiad Terfynol Asesu’r Tir ar gyfer Dynodi     
 
Cefndir a Throsolwg                         
Mae ardal Y Berwyn yng ngogledd Cymru (sy’n cynnwys dyffryn Ceiriog ac a          
ddefnyddir yn yr ystyr hwnnw gydol yr adroddiad hwn) wedi’i nodi ers blynyddoedd lawer 
fel ardal bosibl i’w dynodi’n dirwedd genedlaethol.  Ar 14 Chwefror 2011 cytunodd 
Cyngor Cyngor Cefn Gwlad Cymru (CCW) i gynnal “gwaith manwl i ystyried pa mor 
briodol yw dynodi a rheoli rhannau o Ddyffryn Ceiriog a’r Berwyn fel ardal o harddwch 
naturiol eithriadol” yng nghyd-destun datblygol Llywodraeth Cymru Cynnal Cymru Fyw.        
 
Mae Adran 82(2) Deddf Cefn Gwlad a Hawliau Tramwy 2000 yn diffinio Ardal o 
Harddwch Naturiol Eithriadol (AHNE) yng Nghymru fel ardal nad yw o fewn Parc 
Cenedlaethol ond sy’n ymddangos i CCW yn ardal o’r fath harddwch naturiol eithriadol 
fel ei bod yn briodol i ddarpariaethau gwarchodol Rhan IV Deddf Cefn Gwlad a Hawliau 
Tramwy 2000 fod yn berthnasol iddi i ddibenion gwarchod a gwella harddwch naturiol yr 
ardal.  Mewn amgylchiadau o’r fath gall CCW, drwy orchymyn, ddynodi’r ardal yn 
AHNE.        
 
Roedd Cam 1 yr astudiaeth yn cynnwys gwaith ardal chwilio gychwynnol i bennu’r ardal o 
dir i’w ystyried.  Cwblhawyd hyn a chyflwynwyd y canfyddiadau i CCW fel Adroddiad 
Terfynol ar yr Ardal Chwilio ym mis Chwefror 2012.  Mae’r adroddiad presennol, 
Adroddiad Terfynol Asesu’r Tir a gyfer Dynodi, yn cyflwyno allbynnau Cam 2 yr 
astudiaeth a dylid ei ddarllen ar y cyd ag adroddiad Cam 1. 
 
Cynhaliwyd yr astudiaeth yn unol â Methodoleg ar gyfer Canfod a Dynodi Ardaloedd o 
Harddwch Naturiol Eithriadol yng Nghymru (drafft mewnol) CCW sy’n cynnwys:                     
 
• Astudiaeth ardal chwilio; 
• Diffiniad o ardaloedd gwerthuso; 
• Gwerthusiad o harddwch naturiol; 
• Diffiniad o ardaloedd cais;     
• Barn ar briodoldeb dynodi.              
 
Mae’r ddau gam cyntaf o’r rhain eisoes wedi’u cwblhau fel rhan o Gam 1. Mae Cam 2 yn 
canolbwyntio ar y camau sy’n weddill yn cynnwys: 
 
• Ar gyfer pob un o naw ardal werthuso, gwerthusiad o harddwch naturiol                    

wedi’i resymu ac argymhelliad o ran y tir y dylid ei ystyried fel ardal cais (gweler 
Adran 2 yr adroddiad hwn); 

• Tystiolaeth o ran priodoldeb dynodi, i oleuo barn CCW ynghylch a yw’n briodol i’r tir 
gael ei ddynodi’n AHNE (gweler Adran 3 yr adroddiad hwn). 

 
Bydd angen i ddyfarniad terfynol CCW ar briodoldeb dynodi gynnwys ystyriaeth o 
ddulliau gweithredu gwahanol i ddynodi a rheolaeth tirweddau’r ardal.                                       
 
Gwerthusiad o Harddwch Naturiol 
Gwerthuswyd harddwch naturiol pob un o’r ardaloedd gwerthuso yn erbyn set benodol o 
ffactorau harddwch naturiol, is-ffactorau a dangosyddion.  Cadarnhaodd y gwerthusiad, yn 
gyffredinol, bod Y Berwyn yn ardal o harddwch naturiol eithriadol  am resymau yn 
cynnwys ei golygfeydd panoramig ysblennydd; tirweddau dramatig a thrawiadol; 
cyfosodiad arbennig mynyddoedd yr ucheldir a’r dyffrynnoedd dwfn; cymeriad cyfan heb 



   

ei ddifetha; gwylltineb a thawelwch eithriadol; cysylltiadau artistig a diwylliannol cryf; 
cynefinoedd prin o bwysigrwydd rhyngwladol; a thirluniau hanesyddol aml-gyfnod o 
bwysigrwydd cenedlaethol.  Mae’r tabl isod yn nodi pa ardaloedd penodol y barnwyd eu 
bod yn cwrdd/ddim yn cwrdd â’r maen prawf harddwch, gyda’r ardaloedd hynny y 
canfuwyd eu bod yn cwrdd â’r maen prawf yn dod yn ardaloedd cais. 
 
 Ardal Werthuso      Gwerthusiad o Harddwch Naturiol 
2 Rhannau Uchaf Dyffryn 

Dyfrdwy 
Cwrddir â’r maen prawf harddwch naturiol yn ucheldir 
dwyreiniol yr ardal hon, ond nid ymhellach i’r gorllewin 
ar lawr y dyffryn.  

3 Dyffryn Pennant  Cwrddir â’r maen prawf harddwch naturiol. 
4 Mynyddoedd y Berwyn Cwrddir â’r maen prawf harddwch naturiol. 
5 Godrefryniau a Dyffryn 

Ceiriog 
Cwrddir â’r maen prawf harddwch naturiol. 

6 Godrefryniau y Berwyn 
a Llanrhaeadr 

Cwrddir â’r maen prawf harddwch naturiol dros y rhan 
fwyaf o’r ardal, ond nid ar y cyrion dwyreiniol, is.    

7 Tiroedd fferm Dyffryn 
Tanat  

Cwrddir â’r maen prawf harddwch naturiol. 

8 Coedwig Dyfnant  Cwrddir â’r maen prawf harddwch naturiol yn rhan 
ogleddol yr ardal ond nid yn rhan ddeheuol yr ardal.            

9 Llyn Efyrnwy Mae’r ardal hon yn cwrdd â’r maen prawf harddwch 
naturiol. 

10 Tiroedd fferm Dyffryn 
Banwy ac Efyrnwy 

Ymddengys y cwrddir â’r maen prawf harddwch naturiol 
yn rhan ogleddol yr ardal hon, ond nid yn y de. 

 
Tystiolaeth o ran Priodoldeb                           
Casglwyd tystiolaeth ar briodoldeb (dan benawdau arwyddocâd y tirlun, materion yn 
effeithio ar rinweddau arbennig, a phriodoldeb dynodi) ar gyfer tri grŵp eang o ardaloedd 
cais: Y Berwyn Uchel, Y Berwyn Isel, a Dyfnant ac Efyrnwy.  Bwriad y dystiolaeth yw 
goleuo barn CCW ynghylch a yw, oherwydd harddwch naturiol yr ardal, yn ddymunol 
dynodi Y Berwyn (neu ran sylweddol ohono) yn AHNE.  Dylid ystyried y dystiolaeth yn 
yr adroddiad hwn yn fan cychwyn ar gyfer gwaith pellach gan CCW (a allai ddymuno 
ystyried opsiynau eraill o ran rheolaeth).  Yn y pen draw, mae angen i CCW sefyll yn ôl a 
gofyn ynghylch yr ardal i gyd a yw’n cwrdd â’r profion a nodir yn y statud.   
 
Casgliad yr ymgynghorwyr yw, ar sail y gwaith a wnaed, bod tystiolaeth gref ei bod yn 
ddymunol dynodi Y Berwyn yn AHNE i ddibenion statudol gwarchod a gwella harddwch 
naturiol yr ardal. Y mae yn un system unedig o grib uchel a dyffryn sydd yn amlwg iawn 
angen rheolaeth a chynllunio cyson a chydlynol. Mae rhinweddau arbennig tirlun Y 
Berwyn yn bwysig a gwerthfawr ar lefel genedlaethol.  Maent yn werthfawr i ystod eang o 
faterion, neu yn cael eu heffeithio ganddynt, gan gynnwys datblygu seilwaith, plannu a 
rheoli coedwigoedd, rheoli cynefinoedd tir uchel, mynediad i hamddena a ffermio tir uchel 
ymylol. Gallai dynodiad AHNE o bosibl greu cydlyniad ar draws ffiniau awdurdodau 
unedol, arweinyddiaeth gryfach, mwy o sylw i fuddiannau gweledol, canfyddol a 
hanesyddol, cynllun rheoli rhagweithiol, mynediad at sgiliau a chyngor arbenigol, ac arian 
ychwanegol.    
 
Bydd angen i CCW wneud gwaith pellach ar yr ystod o ddulliau gweithredu gwahanol i 
ddynodi a rheolaeth tirluniau’r ardal cyn dod i gasgliad cadarn ar y dystiolaeth o ran 
priodoldeb.                                                   
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Executive Summary 
 
Ceiriog Valley and Y Berwyn: Appropriateness of Designation as an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty – Final Report on Assessment of Land for Designation 
 
Background and Overview 
The Y Berwyn area of north Wales (which includes the Ceiriog valley and is used in that 
sense throughout this report) has been identified for potential national landscape 
designation for many years.  On 14 February 2011 the Council of the Countryside Council 
for Wales (CCW) agreed to undertake “detailed work to consider the appropriateness of 
designating and managing parts of the Ceiriog Valley and Y Berwyn as an area of 
outstanding natural beauty” within the developing context of the Welsh Government’s 
Sustaining a Living Wales. 
 
Section 82(2) of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 defines an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in Wales as an area that is not in a National Park but 
which appears to CCW to be of such outstanding natural beauty that it is desirable that the 
protective provisions of Part IV of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 should 
apply to it for the purpose of conserving and enhancing the area‘s natural beauty.  In such 
circumstances CCW may, by order, designate the area as an AONB.   
 
Phase 1 of the study comprised initial area of search work to determine the area of land for 
consideration.  This was completed and the findings issued to CCW as the Final Area of 
Search Report in February 2012.  The present report, the Final Report on the Assessment of 
Land for Designation, presents the outputs of Phase 2 of the study and should be read in 
conjunction with the Phase 1 report. 
 
The study has been undertaken in accordance with CCW’s Methodology for Identifying 
and Designating Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty in Wales (internal draft) which 
comprises: 
 
• Area of search study; 
• Definition of evaluation areas; 
• Evaluation of natural beauty; 
• Definition of candidate areas; 
• Judgement on desirability to designate. 
 
The first two of these steps have already been completed as part of Phase 1.  Phase 2 
focuses on the remaining steps, providing: 
 
• For each of nine evaluation areas, a reasoned evaluation of natural beauty and a 

recommendation as to land that should be considered as a candidate area (see Section 2 
of this report); 

• Evidence in relation to the desirability of designation, to inform CCW’s judgement as 
to whether it is desirable that land should be designated as an AONB (see Section 3 of 
this report). 

 
CCW’s final judgement on the desirability of designation will need to include 
consideration of alternative approaches to designation and management of the area’s 
landscapes. 
 
Natural Beauty Evaluation 
The natural beauty of each of the evaluation areas was systematically evaluated against an 
explicit set of natural beauty factors, sub-factors and indicators.  The evaluation confirmed, 



   

overall, that Y Berwyn is of outstanding natural beauty for reasons including its stunning 
panoramic views; dramatic and striking landforms; distinctive juxtaposition of upland 
massif and deeply interpenetrating valleys; intact unspoilt character; exceptional wildness 
and tranquillity; strong artistic and cultural associations; rare, internationally important 
habitats; and extensive, nationally important multi-period historic landscapes.  The table 
below indicates which specific areas were judged as meeting/not meeting the natural 
beauty criterion, with those areas that were found to meet the criterion becoming candidate 
areas.   
 
 Evaluation Area Natural Beauty Evaluation 
2 Upper Dee Valley The natural beauty criterion is met over the eastern, 

upland part of this area but not further west within the 
valley floor. 

3 Pennant Valley The natural beauty criterion is met. 
4 Berwyn Mountains The natural beauty criterion is met. 
5 Ceiriog Valley and 

Foothills 
The natural beauty criterion is met. 

6 Berwyn Foothills and 
Llanrhaeadr 

The natural beauty criterion is met over most of the area, 
but not on the lower, eastern edges. 

7 Tanat Valley 
Farmlands 

The natural beauty criterion is met. 

8 Dyfnant Forest The natural beauty criterion is met in the northern part of 
the area but not in the southern part of the area. 

9 Lake Vyrnwy This area meets the natural beauty criterion. 
10 Vyrnwy and Banwy 

Valley Farmlands 
The natural beauty criterion seems is met in the northern 
part of this area but not in the south. 

 
Evidence in Relation to Desirability 
Evidence on desirability was compiled (under headings of landscape significance, issues 
affecting special qualities, and appropriateness of designation) for three broad groups of 
candidate areas: High Berwyn, Low Berwyn, and Dyfnant and Vyrnwy.  The evidence is 
intended to inform CCW’s judgement as to whether, by reason of the natural beauty of the 
area, it is desirable to designate Y Berwyn (or a substantial part of it) as an AONB.  The 
evidence in this report should be seen as a starting point for further work by CCW (who 
may also wish to explore other management options).  Ultimately CCW needs to stand 
back and ask in relation to the area as a whole whether it meets the tests set out in statute. 
 
The consultants conclude that, on the basis of the work undertaken, there is strong 
evidence that designation of Y Berwyn as an AONB is desirable for the statutory purpose 
of conserving and enhancing the area’s natural beauty.  It is a single, unified upland ridge 
and valley system that is very clearly in need of consistent, coherent planning and 
management.  The special qualities of the Y Berwyn landscape are important and valuable 
at national level.  They are vulnerable to, or affected by, a wide range of issues including 
infrastructure development, forest planting and management, upland habitat management, 
recreational access and marginal upland farming.  AONB designation could potentially 
bring coordination across unitary authority boundaries, stronger leadership, greater 
attention to visual, perceptual and historic interests, a proactive management plan, access 
to specialist skills and advice, and additional funding. 
 
CCW will need to undertake further work on the range of alternative approaches to 
designation and management of the area’s landscapes before coming to a firm conclusion 
on the evidence in relation to desirability.   
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1 Introduction 
 
1.1 Background 
 

The Y Berwyn area of north Wales (which includes the Ceiriog valley and is used in 
that sense throughout this report) has been identified for potential national landscape 
designation for many years.  On 14 February 2011 the Council of the Countryside 
Council for Wales (CCW) agreed to undertake “detailed work to consider the 
appropriateness of designating and managing parts of the Ceiriog Valley and Y 
Berwyn as an area of outstanding natural beauty”. 
 

The objective of this study is to “determine the appropriateness of designating and 
managing parts of the Ceiriog Valley and Y Berwyn as a discrete AONB”.  It is 
important to note that the study has been undertaken within the developing context of 
the Welsh Government’s Sustaining a Living Wales.  The Sustaining a Living Wales 
Green Paper1 sets out a range of proposals to ensure that Wales has increasingly 
resilient and diverse ecosystems that deliver economic, environmental and social 
benefits.  These include consideration of how designations in Wales, and a refreshed 
policy approach to AONBs, could be used strategically as part of this ecosystem 
approach.  Welsh Government review of the relative role of designations, alongside 
the much wider set of incentives and regulatory measures that is available, has also 
been an important part of the context within which this study has been completed. 
 

Section 82(2) of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 defines an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in Wales as an area that is not in a National Park 
but which appears to CCW to be of such outstanding natural beauty that it is 
desirable that the protective provisions of Part IV of the Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act 2000 should apply to it for the purpose of conserving and enhancing the 
area‘s natural beauty.  In such circumstances CCW may, by order, designate the area 
as an AONB.   
 

Phase 1 of the study comprised initial area of search work to determine the area of 
land for consideration.  This was completed and the findings issued to CCW as the 
Final Area of Search Report in February 2012.  The present report, the Final Report 
on the Assessment of Land for Designation, presents the outputs of Phase 2 of the 
study.  It should be read in close conjunction with the Final Area of Search Report, 
which provides the full background to this second phase. 
 

In summary, in the Final Area of Search Report the consultants recommended that Y 
Berwyn should be taken forward for consideration as a possible AONB as there is 
clear evidence that it has sufficient, nationally important and recognised natural 
beauty within the geographical context of Wales.  The consultants briefly reviewed 
other designation and management options for Y Berwyn, and concluded that, if the 
area is confirmed as being of outstanding natural beauty, formal designation as an 
AONB is likely to be the most effective option for its future management.  After 
subdividing the study area into twelve landscape character areas and preparing an 
initial analysis for each area of natural beauty and other factors (see Section 5 of the 
Final Area of Search Report), nine landscape character areas were included in the 
area of search and identified as ‘evaluation areas’ for more detailed assessment. 

                                                
1 http://wales.gov.uk/docs/desh/consultation/120209nefgreenpaperen.pdf  
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1.2 Assessment of Land for Designation 
 

This report presents the findings of that more detailed assessment, which has been 
undertaken in accordance with CCW’s Methodology for Identifying and Designating 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty in Wales (internal draft) which is attached at 
Annex 1.  From this methodology it can be seen that assessment of land for 
designation comprises five main steps: 
 

• Area of search study; 
• Definition of evaluation areas; 
• Evaluation of natural beauty; 
• Definition of candidate areas; 
• Judgement on desirability to designate. 
 

The first two of these steps have already been completed as part of Phase 1.  Phase 2 
focuses on the remaining steps, providing: 
 

• For each of the nine evaluation areas, a reasoned evaluation of natural beauty and 
a recommendation as to land that should be considered as a candidate area (see 
Section 2 of this report); 

• Evidence in relation to the desirability of designation, to inform CCW’s 
judgement as to whether it is desirable that land should be designated as an AONB 
(see Section 3 of this report). 

 

CCW’s final judgement on the desirability of designation will need to include 
consideration of alternative approaches to designation and management of the area’s 
landscapes. 
 

The natural beauty evaluation has drawn upon a very wide range of information 
sources including landscape character assessments; documents relating to the 
designation history of the area; local authority studies to assess land potentially 
suitable for designation; LANDMAP information and evaluations of the geological, 
habitat, historic, visual and sensory and cultural aspects of the landscape; OS maps; 
aerial photographs; tranquillity mapping; and geographical information systems (GIS) 
data on existing landscape, natural and cultural heritage designations.  Importantly, it 
has also involved considerable fieldwork by two experienced landscape assessors, 
Julie Martin (Principal of Julie Martin Associates) and Alison Farmer (Principal of 
Alison Farmer Associates). 
 

The work on desirability of designation has involved review of existing information 
on landscape significance; issues affecting the area’s special qualities; and 
mechanisms, powers and duties for delivering the purpose of designation.  This has 
drawn on the natural beauty evaluation; the designation history presented in the Final 
Area of Search Report; landscape and historic landscape character assessments, 
strategies and guidance material; developments plans and management plans for parts 
of the area; and reports on landscape change.  This primarily desk-based work was 
supplemented by informal discussions with CCW officers and members of the 
Technical Advice Group (TAG) for the study.  In relation to historic landscape issues, 
specialist input was also provided by Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust. 
 
A full bibliography and reference list can be found in Annex 2. 
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2 Natural Beauty Evaluation 
 

2.1 Introduction 
 

Y Berwyn (the Berwyn) is an area of upland moorland and remote river valleys 
centred on the mountain ridge of Cadair Berwyn (827m) in north-east and mid Wales.  
The ridge is generally orientated north-east to south-west.  To the north-west and 
north lies the River Dee valley; while to the north-east the area abuts the low-lying 
landscapes of the border with England near Oswestry.  The Ceiriog valley in the 
northern part of Y Berwyn drains north-eastwards to the Dee, but further south all the 
principal rivers (including the Tanat and Vrynwy) flow east before joining the River 
Severn to flow south-westwards.  The south-eastern edge of the area comprises rolling 
foothills; it is deeply incised by river valleys and relatively well settled.  Along the 
southern edge of the area there is a gradual transition to the somewhat lower 
moorlands of the Cambrian Mountains.  Finally, to the west, Y Berwyn flows 
seamlessly into the eastern uplands of Snowdonia in the area around Llyn Tegid. 
 

Figure 1 shows the broad extent of the area of search and the nine landscape character 
areas that were wholly or partly recommended for inclusion in the area of search (now 
termed ‘evaluation areas’ (EAs)) during Phase 1.  These are as follows: 
 

Table 1: Evaluation Areas  
 

 Evaluation Area Wholly or Partly Within Area of Search 
2 Upper Dee Valley Partly – eastern edges only 
3 Pennant Valley Wholly 
4 Berwyn Mountains Wholly 
5 Ceiriog Valley and Foothills Wholly 
6 Berwyn Foothills and Llanrhaeadr Wholly 
7 Tanat Valley Farmlands Partly – north-western edges only 
8 Dyfnant Forest Partly – land north of A458 only 
9 Lake Vyrnwy Wholly 
10 Vyrnwy and Banwy Valley Farmlands Partly – north-western edges only 

 

Sections 2.2-2.10 below present a detailed evaluation of the natural beauty of each of 
these areas (insofar as they fall within the area of search) against the explicit natural 
beauty factors, sub-factors and indicators that are set out fully in Annex 1.  Each 
evaluation concludes with an overall judgement as to the degree to which the natural 
beauty criterion is met.  It also highlights any issues that may need to be considered in 
defining AONB extent more accurately during detailed boundary definition, which is 
the next stage in the process of identifying and designating AONBs.  The key natural 
and cultural heritage designations (those of national importance) that are referred to in 
the natural beauty evaluations are shown on Figure 2.  
 

It should be noted that the evaluation areas that are wholly within the area of search 
are effectively ‘core areas’ both in terms of location and in terms of character and 
quality.  In these areas it is likely that the ‘special qualities’ of the Y Berwyn 
landscape may be more strongly expressed, and there may be few or no issues in 
relation to AONB extent (because the land concerned would be internal to any AONB 
boundary).  By contrast, in peripheral areas that fall only partly within the area of 
search, there are likely to be transitions in landscape character and quality at the 
edges, in turn raising issues in relation to AONB extent.
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2.2 Evaluation Area 2: Upper Dee Valley 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Landscape context 
 
 
 

The Upper Dee Valley forms the north-western edge of the area of 
search, extending from the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley AONB to 
Snowdonia National Park.  The land within the area of search lies in 
Denbighshire (land further south and west, in Gwynedd, was excluded 
from the area of search2).  In the northern part of the area the river runs 
close to the edge of the Berwyn Mountains; further south it is separated 
from the mountains by the valley of its tributary, the River Pennant, and 
by the ridges that enclose that valley to the west.   Geologically the area 
is mainly underlain by sedimentary rocks of Silurian and Ordovician age, 
with some glacial and alluvial deposits.  The river follows a meandering 
course.  The valley floor is broad and open and characterised by medium 
scale, mainly irregular fields of arable and pasture land enclosed by low 
hedges or post and wire fencing.  This contrasts with the dramatic steep 
valley sides to the east, which are mainly in pastoral or woodland use, 
with small hedged fields and narrow side valleys that are often densely 
wooded or afforested.  The villages of Cynwyd and Llandrillo mark the 
junction between the hill slopes and the valley floor. 
 

Natural Beauty Factors Evidence 
Scenic quality 
 

This landscape forms the foreground to views of the Berwyn Mountains 
and Snowdonia and fulfils an important scenic role in that respect.  The 
character of the valley floor is relatively open and undramatic; but the 
steeply rising slopes, with their intricate patterns of fields and woodlands 
and their varied textures, are of high scenic quality.  The side valleys, 
although afforested in their upper reaches, are also very appealing, with 
deep gorges, tumbling streams, deciduous woodlands and glimpsed 
views to the open Berwyn tops to the east and south.  A number of 
waymarked walking routes across the Berwyn Mountains from the 
Ceiriog Valley follow these minor valleys, providing opportunities to 
enjoy the area’s scenic quality and diversity of landscape experiences, 
including very fine westward views that take in the River Dee with 
Mynydd Mynyllod and Snowdonia beyond. 
 

Sense of place 
 

Factors contributing to sense of place include the long views from the hill 
slopes, with the river often forming a visual focus; the close juxtaposition 
of the river with the upland massif; the extensive semi-natural woodland 
and scrub on the valley sides; the vernacular settlements and bridges; the 

                                                
2 See p34 of the Final Area of Search Report, which explains the reasons why. 
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organic, irregular field enclosures the use of local stone for walls and 
buildings; and the presence of historic farmsteads, often sited mid-slope. 
 

Landscape quality 
 

The landscape quality of the valley floor is mixed, especially in the 
section between Cynwyd and Llandrillo, which mainly comprises 
improved pasture or arable land with gappy hedges and widespread 
evidence of hedgerow removal.  The quality of the valley sides by 
contrast is good, with a mosaic of unimproved pasture, woodland and 
wood pasture as well as dense hedgerows and hedgerow tree cover. 
 

Integrity 
 

Much of this evaluation area has an unspoilt rural character, but locally 
within the valley bottom there are some intrusive influences, notably an 
extensive industrial site on the western outskirts of Cynwyd and two 
large caravan sites in the area north of Llandrillo.  Although relatively 
well screened from view, these developments – together with some 
insensitive recent housing development outside the Conservation Area at 
Cynwyd – adversely affect the integrity of the valley floor landscape.  
The valley slopes are generally intact and free from incongruous 
elements.  Although there is some coniferous afforestation, this is in 
scale with the landform, generally occupies the higher ground, and 
seldom obstructs key views. 
 

Perceptual qualities 
 

All of this area is classed as undisturbed on tranquillity mapping i.e. it is 
relatively tranquil.  There is little sense of wildness within the valley 
bottom, where the landscape is mainly viewed from the B4401 and has a 
strongly settled, open character, but this changes as one climbs up the 
ancient winding lanes and tracks on the eastern side of the valley.  These 
routes have only limited vehicular access and offer an ancient, timeless 
character and a strong sense of emptiness, remoteness and freedom, with 
isolated farms, fords and sheep folds. 
 

Associations 
 

Historically this landscape gave access to areas of prehistoric and 
medieval subsistence agriculture in the Berwyn Mountains, its ancient 
lanes and trackways connecting the valley with  the upland landscapes 
(which are of considerable historic interest) and also with the Ceiriog 
valley via Bwlch Nant Rhydwilym.  The irregular field patterns that 
characterise both the valley floor and the valley sides are typical of the 
Welsh land inheritance system.  The disused railway on the valley floor 
was an extension of the historic Llangollen line. 
 

Artistic and cultural importance 
 

The wider Berwyn landscape is of considerable artistic and cultural 
importance and is extensively described in literature, art and folklore, but 
at this stage no specific references to this locality have been noted. 
 

Rarity or representativeness 
 

This is not an especially rare landscape.  The fine landscapes, habitats 
and historic landscape features associated with the River Dee itself are 
already represented in the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley AONB. 
 

Conservation interest 
 

The area is of some geological interest, especially for its hanging glacial 
valleys and waterfalls, for example east of Cynwyd.  The River Dee is 
SSSI and is important for salmon, otter and wetland habitats.  There are a 
number of areas of ancient deciduous and wet woodlands on the steep 
slopes side valleys above the River Dee; ancient and species-rich 
hedgerows are also common.  The villages of Cynwyd and Llandrillo are 
both Conservation Areas, the former including the attractive, stone-built 
Cynwyd Bridge and the latter the fine Victorian church of St Trillo, a 
local landmark. 
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Evaluation 
Overall weight and spatial 
distribution of natural beauty 
evidence 
 

The natural beauty criterion is met over the eastern part of this area, 
which has dramatic landform, intricate patterns and textures, fine views, 
high landscape quality and integrity, strong wildness and tranquillity, and 
historic associations.  In addition, the valley sides are topographically 
part of the Berwyn uplands and are important to their perception and 
appreciation.  Within the valley floor the weight of natural beauty 
evidence is weaker and the natural beauty criterion is not met. 
 

Recommendation as to land that 
should be considered as a 
candidate area 
 

The land east of the valley floor (broadly east of the B4401) should be 
considered as a candidate area. 

Areas requiring particular scrutiny 
during detailed boundary definition 
 

The area west of Llandrillo will require particular scrutiny to establish 
how far west of the Pennant valley the boundary should extend. 

Issues to be Addressed in Defining Extent 
Transition This landscape demonstrates a clear transition in both character and 

quality at the edge of the valley floor. 
 

Fragmentation The relatively busy B4401 clearly separates the valley floor from the 
upland area.  Some fragmentation of the landscape has also occurred as a 
result of development around the edges of Cynwyd and Llandrillo and 
this will need to be taken into account in defining a boundary. 
 

Incongruous features As noted above, the industrial development at Cynwyd forms an 
incongruous feature on the edge of the land recommended for 
consideration as a candidate area. 
 

Wash-over Further consideration may need to be given to whether the larger areas of 
forestry – especially Cynwyd Forest – can be washed over for inclusion 
in the AONB or whether they should be excluded. 
 

Settlements The settlements of Cynwyd and Llandrillo, although on the edge of the 
land identified for inclusion, relate closely to the side valleys and upland 
area.  They will need to be assessed on their merits for inclusion or 
exclusion. 
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2.3 Evaluation Area 3: Pennant Valley 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Landscape context 
 
 

The Pennant Valley extends southwards from Llandrillo on the edge of 
the Dee Valley into the Berwyn Mountains.  To the west it is enclosed by 
two ridges – Cefn Llystyn and Cefn Coch – running north-westwards 
from Snowdonia National Park.  To the east it is enclosed by the lower 
slopes of Cadair Berwyn.  The valley is underlain by Ordovician 
sedimentary rocks with some river infill deposits.  Steep-sided and flat-
bottomed, it has a distinctive, U-shaped glacial form.  It is surrounded by 
attractive open, rounded hilltops and overlooked from the Berwyn 
Mountains above.  Land use is mainly pastoral with small, irregular, 
hedged fields, hedgerow trees and broadleaved woodlands along 
watercourses.  There are coniferous forestry plantations on the higher 
slopes, with open heather-clad moorland beyond. 
 

Natural Beauty Factors Evidence 
Scenic quality 
 

This is a small scale, sheltered and intimate valley notwithstanding its U-
shaped glacial form.  The juxtaposition of small, hedged fields, extensive 
semi-natural and plantation woodland, and heather-clad moorlands is 
visually pleasing.  There are attractive views to the hills all around, 
glimpsed through trees from the valley floor but visible more clearly 
from higher ground on the valley sides.  The valley itself is the focus of 
views from Snowdonia National Park, B4391 and the Berwyn tops to the 
west, south and east respectively.  The valley is a key access point to the 
uplands from the west, affording opportunities to enjoy the Berwyn 
landscape.  Waterfalls and ancient landscape features including stepping 
stones, fords and small stone bridges add detailed visual interest. 
 

Sense of place 
 

There is a strong sense of place within this enclosed and unified valley 
landscape, created partly by the contrast with the open hillsides above.  
Sense of place is reinforced by the presence of the village of Llandrillo, 
which, with its landmark church, guards the entrance to the valley; and 
by dispersed farmsteads, often sited mid-slope, that reflect local 
vernacular traditions and use local stone, sometimes whitewashed. 
 

Landscape quality 
 

Landscape quality is relatively good, with a strong network of hedgerows 
and hedgerow trees (often ancient and/or species-rich) and well-managed 
fields and pastures.  Locally there are some signs of hedgerow decline 
and removal and conversion of pasture to arable, notably south-west of 
Llandrillo, there the slopes are more intensively farmed than elsewhere.  
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Integrity 
 

The landscape is generally intact and unspoilt but is influenced to some 
degree by forestry development.  Although the forests are not extensive, 
they do block views in some areas and sometimes present harsh lines 
within the landscape.  However active felling and restructuring appear to 
be in progress. 
 

Perceptual qualities 
 

This is a highly tranquil landscape with a strong sense of remoteness, 
especially since there are no through roads.  One of the main starting 
points for walks to Cadair Berwyn, the area also offers a unique 
opportunity to view and appreciate the important historic landscapes 
(described further below) on the eastern flanks of the Berwyn, and as 
such the landscape has a sense of timelessness. 
 

Associations 
 

Like the Upper Dee Valley, historically this landscape gave access to 
areas of prehistoric and medieval subsistence agriculture in the Berwyn 
Mountains – where the adjoining land is mainly registered common land.  
It is also closely associated visually with Snowdonia National Park. 
 

Artistic and cultural importance 
 

The wider Berwyn landscape is of considerable artistic and cultural 
importance and is extensively described in literature, art and folklore, but 
at this stage no specific references to this locality have been noted. 
 

Rarity or representativeness 
 

This valley is relatively rare in landscape terms as the only significant 
valley on the western side of the Berwyn Mountains.  Like the valleys on 
the east of the Berwyn, it penetrates the upland area deeply as a result of 
its glaciation and provides an excellent approach to the tops themselves. 
 

Conservation interest 
 

The U-shaped glacial valley is of interest for its glaciofluvial features and 
is flanked by hanging valleys with waterfalls, especially on its eastern 
side.  There are pockets of semi-natural woodland and wetland.  The 
area’s principal conservation interest, however, is historic, the valley’s 
eastern slopes lying within the nationally important Berwyn Landscape 
of Special Historic Interest which comprises extensive and well-
preserved field systems of prehistoric and medieval origin. 
 

Evaluation 
Overall weight and spatial 
distribution of natural beauty 
evidence 
 

This area meets the natural beauty criterion.  The intimate landscape of 
the Pennant Valley has a strong sense of place and makes an important 
contribution to perceptions of Y Berwyn as a whole, as its principal 
eastern valley approach and a key part of the area’s nationally important 
historic landscapes.  There are no notable spatial variations in weight of 
evidence. 
 

Recommendation as to land that 
should be considered as a 
candidate area 
 

All of the evaluation area should be considered a candidate area. 

Areas requiring particular scrutiny 
during detailed boundary definition 
 

If the settlement of Llandrillo (in EA2) were excluded from any proposed 
AONB, the boundary in this area would require particular scrutiny. 
 

Issues to be Addressed in Defining Extent 
Transition N/A 

 
Fragmentation N/A 

 
Incongruous features N/A 

 
Wash-over N/A 
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Settlements N/A 
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2.4 Evaluation Area 4: Berwyn Mountains 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Landscape context 
 
 
 

The Berwyn Mountains evaluation area lies at the heart of the study area 
and comprises an extensive, exposed, undulating moorland plateau and 
mountain ridgeline trending north-east to south-west from the Clwydian 
Range and Dee Valley AONB to south of Lake Vrynwy.  The area abuts 
Snowdonia National Park for around half of its length.  It is underlain by 
Ordovician and Silurian sedimentary rocks and covered in deep peat and 
blanket bog.  On its eastern edges the plateau forms fingers of high 
ground, deeply penetrated by the glaciated upper reaches of the Rivers 
Ceiriog, Tanat, Vyrnwy and their tributaries.  Land use is dominated by 
wetland, heather, acid grassland, bracken, deep peat and blanket bog, 
with some conifer plantations and forest areas occurring on the edges of 
the moor. 
 

Natural Beauty Factors Evidence 
Scenic quality 
 

This is a high, exposed, relatively uniform and large scale landscape of 
rounded moorland ridges with wide open horizons and a strong wild 
character.  In the north it is punctuated by the crags and cirques of the 
Cadair Bronwen, Cadair Berwyn and Moel Sych summits which form 
major geological landscape features.  In late summer much of the upland 
area is carpeted in the purple associated with heather moorland.  Scenic 
quality is high, especially on the summits and around the upland edges, 
which offer spectacular long distance views in all directions, particularly 
towards Snowdonia, but also down into the valleys below, enclosed by 
mountain spurs.  The very close juxtaposition of open moorland and deep 
lush U-shaped valleys is a fundamental special quality of Y Berwyn as a 
whole.  Nearly all of the area has open access and is within easy reach of 
large urban populations, but it is remote from roads, with few footpaths, 
and this makes the landscape experience very special. 
 

Sense of place 
 

The simple skylines, wide open spaces and extensive heather moorland 
of the upland massif are unified in character and highly distinctive but 
can also be disorientating, especially in poor weather when visibility is 
diminished.  In clear weather the long outward views provide orientation 
and reinforce the sense of place, especially on the moorland summits and 
on the ridgelines above the valleys.  Sense of place is also enhanced by 
the strong historical continuity that is evident in the many well-preserved 
historic landscape features which include cairns, stone circles, field 
systems, and in some areas Roman remains. 
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Landscape quality 
 

Landscape quality is generally very good although there is a need for 
very careful ongoing management of the heather moorland and blanket 
bog habitats to maintain and improve their condition.  In some areas 
recreational pressure has given rise to erosion and stone walls may be in 
decline.  In the past there has been habitat loss due to afforestation and 
moorland reclamation to agriculture on the margins of the moorland, 
particularly in the northern parts of the area. 
 

Integrity 
 

This landscape is relatively free from incongruous elements, apart from 
forestry and shooting tracks and butts, especially in the north-west.  In 
some areas the unspoilt upland character of the landscape has been 
affected by the introduction of blocks of coniferous plantation 
(sometimes intruding on the area’s skylines when viewed from the 
valleys).  However these are localised and temporary landscape features, 
and many are being improved by felling and sympathetic replanting.   
 

Perceptual qualities 
 

This landscape is characterised by wide skies, openness and exposure to 
the elements, with very few modern human influences apart from 
forestry, and these factors lend a strong sense of wildness.  Much of the 
area is also very remote from human activity, and tranquillity mapping 
shows the Berwyn Mountains to lie at the heart of one of the largest 
remaining ‘undisturbed’ landscapes in Wales, with exceptionally high 
tranquillity and dark night skies.  These qualities are increasingly rare 
and highly valued in Britain today. 
 

Associations 
 

The Berwyn Mountains landscape is closely associated with Snowdonia 
National Park, forming a seamless extension to adjoining uplands within 
the park.  The landscape also has strong physical, historical and 
economic associations with the communities of the adjoining valleys, 
especially the Ceiriog and Tanat valleys.  These are evident in the 
landscape in the presence of historic settlement features and routeways 
over the Berwyn such as Bwlch Nant Rhydwilym (see further details 
under conservation interest below). 
 

Artistic and cultural importance 
 

In legend, Cadair Berwyn is the chair of the giant Cawr Berwyn.  The 
Berwyn Mountains landscape has long been a source of inspiration for 
folklore and poetry within Y Berwyn as a whole.  Further details are 
given in the tables relating to EA5 Ceiriog Valley and Foothills and EA6 
Berwyn Foothills and Llanrhaeadr. 
 

Rarity or representativeness 
 

The Berwyn Mountains are of rare and outstanding importance for their 
habitats and historic landscapes (see further details below).  The area 
forms a key part of the most extensive tract of near-natural blanket bog, 
the largest stand of upland European dry heath, and the most important 
upland area for breeding birds in Wales.  Its historic landscapes are rare 
and among the best-preserved of their type in central Wales.  The 
Berwyn Mountains also have rarity value as one of the largest remaining 
reserves of tranquillity and dark skies in Wales. 
 

Conservation interest 
 

This area is of geological interest as a fine example of the landscape 
influence of upland glaciation.  Almost all of the evaluation area lies 
within the nationally and internationally important Berwyn Mountains 
SSSI, SAC and SPA, which also includes substantial areas of NNR and 
continues westwards into Snowdonia National Park.  The upland heath, 
blanket bog and mire habitats support hare, reed bunting, merlin, 
peregrine, red kite, hen harrier, golden plover and red and black grouse.  
The area includes the majority of the Berwyn Landscape of Special 
Historic Interest and a significant part of the Tanat Valley Landscape of 
Outstanding Historic Interest; it has an outstanding wealth of historic 
sites and scheduled monuments from a range of different periods.  These 
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include extensive visible remains such as the Bronze Age settlements, 
field systems and stone monuments overlain by medieval and later 
habitation sites and field systems above the Pennant valley; and the Pant 
y Ffynnon medieval hospitium site above Lake Vyrnwy.  The area’s 
peatlands are of national importance for their archaeological interest and 
offer potential for further discovery; and there are a number of historic 
routes across the hills, including Bwlch Nant Rhydwilym. 
 

Evaluation 
Overall weight and spatial 
distribution of natural beauty 
evidence 
 
 

This area meets the natural beauty criterion, with a considerable weight 
of evidence in support of almost all natural beauty factors.  The summit 
and valley views are of very high scenic quality and reveal close 
associations with Snowdonia as well as with the Ceiriog and Tanat 
valleys.  The area is of exceptional wildness and tranquillity and its 
unique assemblage of conservation interests adds great value to the 
landscape.  There are no notable spatial variations in weight of evidence. 
  

Recommendation as to land that 
should be considered as a 
candidate area 
 

All of the evaluation area should be considered as a candidate area. 

Areas requiring particular scrutiny 
during detailed boundary definition 
 

The southern fringes of the evaluation area, south of Lake Vyrnwy, need 
to be subject to particular scrutiny as adjacent land further south, within 
the southern part of EA8 Dyfnant Forest, does not meet the natural 
beauty criterion. 
 

Issues to be Addressed in Defining Extent 
Transition The landscape demonstrates transition on its southern edges where the 

topography is less dramatic and the landscape is influenced by forestry in 
adjacent EA8 Dyfnant Forest. 
 

Fragmentation There are few fragmenting influences within this landscape, which has 
strong consistency of landcover and almost no built development. 
 

Incongruous features There are few incongruous features within this landscape apart from 
localised areas of forestry plantation. 
 

Wash-over Wash-over is not an issue. 
 

Settlements There are no issues relating to inclusion or exclusion of marginal 
settlements. 
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2.5 Evaluation Area 5: Ceiriog Valley and Foothills 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Landscape context 
 
 

The Ceiriog Valley and Foothills evaluation area occupies the north-east 
part of the study area and is centred on the River Ceiriog, which flows 
north-east to the Dee.  The area includes the exposed slopes and spurs 
below 400-500m AOD as well as the main and tributary valleys, which 
are often very steep-sided and gorge-like, with rocky outcrops in places.  
The landform of the eastern part of the area is more open and rounded, 
with smaller, shallower valleys draining eastwards into other catchments.  
The area is underlain by Silurian and Ordovician sedimentary rocks with 
some igneous intrusions and glacial till.  Land use is mainly improved 
grassland.  On the upper slopes fields are large and regular, enclosed by 
fences or sparse hedges; while on the lower slopes fields are small with 
dense hedges, trees and wet valley bottom pastures.  In the north-west of 
the area is the Ceiriog Forest, an upland commercial forestry plantation.   
The valley is well-settled, especially in its lower reaches. 
 

Natural Beauty Factors Evidence 
Scenic quality 
 

Scenic quality is often very high.  The dramatic topography creates 
contrast between the high open farmland, which often has stunning, 
almost aerial, views; and the lush, intimate valley landscapes below, 
which have appealing patterns of woodlands, fields and hedgerows.  
Isolated farm buildings, often finished in white render, tend to be sited 
mid-slope and to draw the eye.  The valley bottom is tightly enclosed and 
overhung in parts by steep woods and cliffs, lending a secret, hidden 
character and a sense of drama.  The road along the valley is punctuated 
by villages and hamlets, some of which have ancient water mills, disused 
quarries and chapels that reflect the landscape’s more industrial past.  
The upper valley reaches have a more open, isolated character, with some 
fine vernacular stone farmsteads and occasional views to the Berwyn 
tops.  There is wide public consensus that the landscape is beautiful. 
 

Sense of place 
 

Much of the Ceiriog Valley has a very strong sense of place due to the 
enclosed, unifying valley form and the looming presence of the Berwyn 
Mountains to the west, as well as the strong cultural identity (Bro) of the 
valley’s settlements, with their traditions of chapel, choirs, farming 
families and close communities.  However this sense of place is weaker 
round the edges of the area, notably in the south near the watershed with 
the Tanat catchment, and on the eastern fringes where views are mainly 
eastwards to England and connections with the main valley are lost. 
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Landscape quality 
 

Landscape quality is generally very good, especially on the lower slopes, 
which are characterised by strong interlocking patterns of woods, hedges 
and pastures, punctuated by very fine hedgerow trees.  However there are 
issues of landscape quality in some areas.  On the upper slopes, 
especially in the south and east, these relate to intensive grassland 
management, the relatively poor and gappy condition of many 
hedgerows, and their replacement with post and wire fencing.  On the 
lower slopes and in the villages, suburban influences such as equestrian 
uses have a localised impact in some places. 
 

Integrity 
 

The landscape is relatively intact and unspoilt overall.  Locally however 
its integrity may be affected by small (often disused) quarries on the 
valley sides; commercial forestry and felling operations (mainly within 
the Ceiriog Forest and on the eastern edge of the evaluation area); and 
telecommunications masts.  There is some recent housing that is not in 
keeping with the traditional built form or materials, but this is confined to 
the immediate valley floor and does not have a wider landscape impact. 
 

Perceptual qualities 
 

The Ceiriog valley itself is a no-through road although there are minor 
road connections southwards.  The lower valley reaches, close to 
Wrexham and Chester, are fairly easy to access.  However the narrow 
winding road and long journey time to the upper valley reaches, coupled 
with the sparsity of settlement in these areas, create a remarkable sense of 
remoteness, isolation and tranquillity.  This is confirmed on tranquillity 
mapping which shows the area south of Glyn Ceiriog as lying within a 
much larger area of ‘undisturbed’ landscape and dark skies. 
 

Associations 
 

Historically this landscape has long been a focus of economic activity 
and settlement, with remains of prehistoric and Roman settlement, 
historic drovers’ roads, and Offa’s Dyke along the border with England.  
It is thought that Henry II fought the Welsh in the valley at the Battle of 
Crogen in 1165.  The valley also has strong associations with the 
industrial revolution, having had some of the earliest fulling mills (eleven 
in total), weaving mills, quarries to supply roofing slate and dolerite, and 
the Glyn Valley Tramway, a horsedrawn (later steam) tramway 
connection to Chirk.  In the 1920s two major reservoirs were proposed 
for the upper Ceiriog valley, to serve Warrington.  The plans were 
dismissed mainly due to robust opposition by Lloyd George who spoke 
of “this exquisite little valley of the Ceiriog”. 
 

Artistic and cultural importance 
 

The Ceiriog valley has a very special wealth of Welsh language literary 
associations.  Important figures include the 17th century Cavalier poet 
Huw Morris ‘Eos Ceiriog’; 18th century figures such as the poet, preacher 
and folklorist Rev Robert ‘Cynddelw’ Ellis (born at Llanrhaeadr), who 
ministered in the Ceiriog valley for many years; and John ‘Ceiriog’ 
Hughes who wrote about ‘hiraeth’, the love for one’s birthplace.  The 
20th century novelist Islwyn Ffowc Ellis also used the valley’s landscapes 
as an inspiration for his work.  The area is important in folklore and 
legend, for example through the legend of Garmon’s yew tree at 
Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog.  Artistic traditions are continued today in 
the annual Glyn Ceiriog Eisteddfod. 
 

Rarity or representativeness 
 

The high level views afforded from the foothills into the valley are 
exceptional and rare; and the landscape is very representative of Welsh 
cultural landscapes and traditions in the rural borderlands with England. 
 

Conservation interest 
 

The Ceiriog valley, although glaciated, lacks the obvious glacial form 
and features of further south within the study area.  However the central 
section of the valley at Pandy Rock (GCR) and Hendre Sill is of national 
or regional geological interest for its igneous outcrops of dolerite and 
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tuff, which form visible landscape features.  Nature conservation interest 
is largely associated with the area’s rivers, which support an otter 
population, and with its woodlands.  There are important concentrations 
of ancient semi-natural woodlands, mainly oak, in many of the upper 
valley reaches as well as the middle and lower valley reaches.  These are 
generally sited on steep slopes and form prominent landscape features.  
Important historic elements include two Roman camps (both scheduled 
monuments) in the upper reaches of the main Ceiriog valley; a 
Conservation Area at Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog; and many listed 
buildings, often linked to the area’s industrial heritage, described above.  
The historic earthworks of Offa’s Dyke form the eastern boundary to the 
area along the border with England. 
 

Evaluation 
Overall weight and spatial 
distribution of natural beauty 
evidence 
 

This area meets the natural beauty criterion.  Evidence in relation to 
scenic quality, sense of place, and artistic and cultural importance is 
especially strong; the area being renowned for its hidden, secret valleys, 
outstanding views and Welsh language literary associations.  The area 
also contributes to the scenic quality of the Berwyn Mountains, for which 
it forms the north-eastern setting and focus of views. There are no 
notable spatial variations in weight of evidence. 
 

Recommendation as to land that 
should be considered as a 
candidate area 
 

All of the evaluation area should be considered as a candidate area. 

Areas requiring particular scrutiny 
during detailed boundary definition 
 

Land close to border with England should be subject to particular 
scrutiny in relation to the quality of the farmed landscape; the influence 
of afforestation; and the degree to which the landscape relates visually to 
the Ceiriog valley and the Berwyn Mountains beyond. 
 

Issues to be Addressed in Defining Extent 
Transition The landscape demonstrates transition on its eastern edges, as explained 

above.  Here there is a gradual decline in landscape quality and the views 
are mainly eastwards to England. 
 

Fragmentation This landscape is relatively intact and has not been significantly 
fragmented by built development or mineral extraction.  The settlements 
are compact and visually contained within the valley; and the quarries are 
small and mainly disused. 
 

Incongruous features The incongruous influence of forestry requires further assessment on the 
eastern edges of the area. 
 

Wash-over There may be a need to wash over some land that has been adversely 
affected by past moorland reclamation to forestry or agriculture, 
including the Ceiriog Forest and more intensively farmed southern edge 
of this evaluation area.  These areas are of fairly limited extent however. 
 

Settlements The main settlements are internal to the evaluation area, so their 
inclusion or exclusion is not an issue. 
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2.6 Evaluation Area 6: Berwyn Foothills and Llanrhaeadr 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Landscape context 
 
 
 

This evaluation area comprises the south-eastern flanks of Y Berwyn, 
extending from the very heart of the upland area around Cwm Pennant 
and Cwm Rhiwarth, eastwards to the border with England.  It forms a 
transition between the upland plateau and the main Tanat valley and is 
drained by the headwaters of the Tanat and its tributaries the Iwrch and 
Rhaeadr.  Geologically the area is dominated by Ordovician mudrocks, 
with some sandstone cappings and occasional igneous outcrops, while 
the valleys are drift-filled.  The landform comprises deep U-shaped 
valleys, rounded foothills and upland outliers, often distinctly 
asymmetric in form.  Land use is mainly upland grazing for sheep on 
improved and semi-improved grassland, the higher ground being capped 
by open moorland with bracken, gorse and heather.  Rocky exposures, 
crags and scree occur in places along with waterfalls.  The area is 
generally sparsely settled, the principal settlement being the large village 
of Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant on its southern edge. 
 

Natural Beauty Factors Evidence 
Scenic quality 
 

This area has enormous landscape diversity and very high aesthetic 
appeal.  It includes some of the most dramatic landform features of Y 
Berwyn, including the deep glaciated valleys of Cwm Pennant and Cwm 
Rhiwarth; the striking igneous outcrop of Craig Rhiwarth; the Pistyll 
Rhaeadr and other waterfalls; the remote upland valley of Cwm Maen 
Gwynedd; and the lesser known but visually memorable upland outliers 
of (west to east) Mynydd Mawr, Gryn Moelfre and Foel Rhiwlas (all 
over 450m AOD), which have colourful craggy outcrops and are 
surrounded by verdant pastures and ancient, winding lanes.  Scenic 
quality, and also sense of place, are enhanced by the presence of unusual 
landforms such as Llyn Moelfre and the jagged igneous ridge of Craig 
Orllwyn (east of Llanrhaeadr) as well as by memorable historic 
landscape features such as large prehistoric hillforts and the ancient 
church and cross at Pennant Melangell. 
 

Sense of place 
 

This landscape has a distinct and recognisable character, especially in the 
west and north.  There are views to the Berwyn tops in fine weather, and 
the land is clearly perceived as being part of the same upland area.  The 
sharp ridge of Cyrniau (meaning ‘horns’ in Welsh), south of Cwm 
Rhiwarth, forms the focal point of views along the Tanat valley towards 
the Berwyn Mountains from many miles to the east.  The rocky outcrops 
and moorland tops provide a constant reminder that the hills are close by.  



Julie Martin Associates 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

19 

  

The large, historic village of Llanrhaeadr with its fine Victorian buildings 
is an important gateway to Pistyll Rhaeadr and Cadair Berwyn.  It has a 
strong Welsh cultural identity and contributes to sense of place. 
 

Landscape quality 
 

Landscape quality is variable.  On lower ground there is a patchwork of 
small fields with strong and well-maintained mixed hedgerows and 
mature oak and ash hedgerow trees.  Farmsteads, generally stone-built, 
are in good condition and make a positive contribution to the landscape.  
The patches of rough grazing and moorland on the hilltops are intact; and 
there are many small semi-natural woodlands, especially along stream 
corridors.  However in places, notably north of Mynydd Mawr, there are 
larger, open fields of improved grassland with weak hedgerows and post 
and wire fencing.  These are incongruous given the relatively high 
altitude (400-450m) and appear to represent reclamation of former 
moorland to agriculture. 
 

Integrity 
 

This landscape is largely intact and unspoilt.  Exceptions to this are small 
quarry workings, occasional telecommunications masts, some large 
modern farm buildings and modern housing development on the south-
western outskirts of Llanrhaeadr, which may intrude locally. 
 

Perceptual qualities 
 

This landscape is characterised by a very strong sense of tranquillity and 
remoteness, reflecting the sparsity of settlement, relative difficulty of 
access and almost total absence of modern development.  Most of the 
area is ‘undisturbed’ on tranquillity mapping.  The many visible historic 
landscape features lend an exceptionally strong sense of timelessness. 
 

Associations 
 

Mochnant was one of the ancient administrative areas of the Prince of 
Powys long before the Norman Conquest.  Llanrhaeadr and Pennant 
Melangell are both the result of medieval religious foundations.  Prior to 
the industrial revolution, Llanrhaeadr was the economic focus of the 
upper Tanat valley, with livestock and wool markets.  Bishop William 
Morgan was vicar of the village when he prepared the first translation of 
the Bible into Welsh in 1587.  The upper valley around Llangynog has 
strong associations with early lead and slate mining. 
 

Artistic and cultural importance 
 

The area is rich in folklore and legend.  Cwm Pennant and Pistyll 
Rhaeadr have associations with the giant Cawr Berwyn, and Pennant 
Melangell with the legend of St Melangell and the Hare.  Pistyll Rhaeadr 
is regarded as one of the seven wonders of Wales, recorded as such in 
verse and celebrated in poetry, writings and art.  Llanrhaeadr is a local 
centre for visitors and for Welsh culture.  Based here the 18th century 
traveller Thomas Pennant and 19th century novelist George Borrow wrote 
about the Berwyn’s wild landscapes, a tradition continued today by rock 
climber and travel writer Jim Perrin. 
 

Rarity or representativeness 
 

This landscape is important and rare due to the fact that it penetrates 
deeply into the heart of the Berwyn massif and is the principal gateway 
and access point to the upland area and beyond, to Bala.  It makes a key 
contribution to views from the mountains above, which in turn contribute 
a dramatic landscape backdrop.  The area includes Pistyll Rhaeadr, at 
74m the highest waterfall in England and Wales.  The western part of the 
area is also a nationally rare and well-preserved multi-period historic 
landscape (see further details below) with many outstanding features. 
 

Conservation interest 
 

The area has a fascinating volcanic and glacial history, reflected in its 
huge range of landforms including U-shaped valleys, crags, waterfalls 
and fluvio-glacial features.  Pistyll Rhaeadr is a GCR site and there are 
several regionally important geological sites associated with historic lead 
and slate mining activity in the upper Tanat valley, some of which are 
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also designated SSSI as important bat sites.  The Craig Rhiwarth area is 
part of the Berwyn Mountains SSSI; and the area’s wet flushes, valley 
mires, small woodlands and areas of acid grassland are of nature 
conservation interest at regional or local level.  A substantial part of the 
evaluation area (most of the south and west) falls within the nationally 
important Tanat Valley Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest.  Its 
visible features include the impressive Iron Age hillforts at Craig 
Rhiwarth and Llwyn Bryn-dinas (together dominating the Tanat valley), 
several motte and bailey castles, many isolated rural churches including 
the 12th century church at Pennant Melangell, and more recent mining 
remains (including buildings, levels, tramways, inclines, filter beds and 
spoil heaps) – lending an unusual, visible, time depth to the landscape.  
Finally, there are Conservation Areas at Llanrhaeadr and at Llansilin on 
the eastern edge of the area, both of which have fine historic cores. 
 

Evaluation 
Overall weight and spatial 
distribution of natural beauty 
evidence 
 

The natural beauty criterion is met over most of the Berwyn Foothills and 
Llanrhaeadr evaluation area, due to the many dramatic, memorable 
landform features; the strong sense of tranquillity; and the outstanding 
wealth of cultural and historic interests.  However natural beauty factors 
are less strongly represented on the lower eastern edges of the area, 
around Llansilin.  Here the scenic quality and sense of place associated 
with the upland fringe decline and the natural beauty criterion does not 
appear to be met. 
 

Recommendation as to land that 
should be considered as a 
candidate area 
 

All except the eastern edges of the area should be considered as a 
candidate area. 

Areas requiring particular scrutiny 
during detailed boundary definition 
 

The area just east of Llanrhaeadr will require particular scrutiny during 
detailed boundary definition.  This mixed farming landscape has few 
special landscape features of itself but forms the foreground and setting 
for the striking hills of Craig Orllwyn and Llwyn Bryn-dinas, which are 
landmark features of high scenic quality and conservation interest. 
 

Issues to be Addressed in Defining Extent 
Transition There is a gradual transition in landscape character and quality eastwards.  

Here upland landform and visual associations with the Berwyn 
Mountains diminish; scenic quality gradually declines and conservation 
interests are less evident. 
 

Fragmentation This landscape is relatively intact and has not been significantly 
fragmented by built development, mineral extraction or other influences. 
 

Incongruous features There are few incongruous features within this unspoilt landscape, apart 
from a telecommunications mast north of Llangedwyn. 
 

Wash-over There may be a need to wash over the intensively farmed land north of 
Mynydd Mawr to include the fine landscapes further south and east.  
Similarly land east of Llanrhaeadr (see above) may require wash-over. 
 

Settlements If the middle reaches of the Tanat valley were to be excluded from any 
proposed AONB boundary (see EA7 Tanat Valley Farmlands), 
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant would lie on or near the boundary and might 
need to be considered on its merits for inclusion or exclusion.  
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2.7 Evaluation Area 7: Tanat Valley Farmlands 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
Landscape context 
 
 

The Tanat Valley Farmlands lie on the south-eastern edge of the Berwyn 
foothills.  Land within the area of search extends from near Llangedwyn 
in the middle Tanat valley to Llangynog towards the head of the valley 
and includes the northern and southern valley sides and bluffs.  The 
valley follows a major east-west fault line in the underlying Ordovician 
sediments, which are overlain with fluvial and glacial deposits in parts.  
The valley floor, at around 150m AOD, is less than 1km wide with a 
well-developed floodplain and meandering river course; both sides rise 
steeply to 300m or more AOD.  At its eastern end the valley is enclosed 
on the north by Llwyn Bryn-dinas (in EA6) and on the south by Allt Tair 
Ffynnon.  Further west it opens out somewhat although a clear line of 
hills and cwms continues on the south side.  The hills are marked by 
woodlands and sometimes capped by moorland; they lead the eye to the 
head of the valley at Llangynog, where Cyrniau, Craig Rhiwarth and the 
Berwyn Mountains beyond are clearly visible and the valley becomes 
narrow and steep-sided.  Field patterns are mainly irregular: relatively 
large on the valley floor but smaller on the glacial tills of the valley sides 
where they form an intricate green patchwork.  The area includes the 
villages of Penybontfawr and Llangynog, both on the floodplain edge. 
  

Natural Beauty Factors Evidence 
Scenic quality 
 

This landscape has a subtle but distinctive visual appeal.  A key quality is 
the special approach that it offers to the Berwyn Mountains, which are 
visible along the valley from many miles to the east in clear weather.  
These views are framed by a series of landmark hills, many of which 
have important historic features – notably the massive hillforts of Llwyn 
Bryn-dinas and Craig Rhiwarth which dominate their respective halves of 
the valley.  There are also stunning panoramic views from the valley 
sides, notably on the south, across the valley towards the mountains; 
while in the upper valley the views are more enclosed but very dramatic, 
focusing on the steep upland area itself.   The woodlands, moorlands and 
intricate field patterns of the valley sides, the meandering river, and the 
many steep, wooded side valleys lend colour, texture, form and detailed 
visual interest.  The attractive villages of Penybontfawr and Llangynog 
with their many historic features also make a positive contribution to 
scenic quality. 
 

Sense of place 
 

The topographic unity and visually distinctive character of the valley 
help create a strong sense of place within the Tanat valley.  This sense of 
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place is strongest within the visual envelope of the valley itself; it 
decreases rapidly southwards towards Llanfyllin where the landscape is 
complex and disorientating and loses its visual relationship with the 
Berwyn Mountains.  The Tanat valley’s sense of place also derives from 
strong historic links between people and the landscape.  The influence of 
man within this landscape from prehistoric times through to the present 
day is clearly visible and is reflected in the area’s inclusion in the Tanat 
Valley Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest (see further details 
below).  In the upper valley reaches the area’s industrial heritage is 
important to its sense of place. 
 

Landscape quality 
 

Landscape quality is generally high.  Woodlands, pastures, trees and 
hedges are mainly intact and well-maintained.  The valley bottom in the 
middle river reaches includes arable land and wet pasture and locally the 
landscape quality of this area has been affected by agricultural 
intensification – but this influence is not widespread. 
 

Integrity 
 

The landscape is mainly intact and unspoilt.  The south side of Cwm 
Melangell is affected to some degree by forestry on the upper slopes (in 
EA8 Dyfnant Forest).  Otherwise there are very few intrusive influences 
apart from occasional insensitive house building and large scale farm 
buildings.  These influences are localised and generally confined to the 
valley floor towards the east, where they tend to occur close to the main 
road.  Away from the main road they are not significant. 
 

Perceptual qualities 
 

Most of this landscape is not wild but (away from the main road along 
the valley) it is deeply tranquil (and classed as ‘undisturbed’ on 
tranquillity mapping), with a maze of ancient, winding, thickly hedged 
lanes and a deeply rural character.  The upper valley reaches borrow 
some sense of wildness from the surrounding hills and crags, especially 
in the cwms south-west of Penybontfawr and around Llangynog. 
 

Associations 
 

This landscape has a wide range of both ancient and more recent historic 
features and associations, described further below.  It has a special role as 
part of the historic access route into the Berwyn and beyond, the road 
through the valley (via Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant) being part of the 18th 
century turnpike to Bala.  The course of the dismantled early 20th century 
Tanat Valley Light Railway also runs through the area, terminating at 
Llangynog, where it served the slate and stone quarrying and lead mining 
industries. 
 

Artistic and cultural importance 
 

The dramatic landscape setting of the Tanat valley has inspired numerous 
legends involving dragons, giants, serpents, fairies, brigands, princes and 
saints.  Most were first recorded in the 19th and early 20th centuries but 
seem likely to reflect much earlier folklore and traditions.  There are 
many associations with places in the landscape – both within the valley 
in the immediate area – that were seen as historic, picturesque or 
romantic.  Following the construction of the turnpike road, the area was 
popular with visitors such as Robert Southey, one of the romantic 
Lakeland Poets, such visitors often staying at Llangedwyn Hall, just 
outside the study area. 
 

Rarity or representativeness 
 

This landscape is a key part of the wider Y Berwyn landscape, which is 
rare and highly valued for its scenic, biodiversity, historic and cultural 
qualities.  The upper valley in particular plays a vital role in appreciation 
of the Berwyn landscape as a whole.  The valley’s assemblage of 
archaeological and historic sites is exceptionally rare and valued due to 
the huge range of periods represented, the ritual significance of many 
features, and their important locations in relation to the wider landscape. 
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Conservation interest 
 

This landscape is of only moderate geological and habitat interest but 
does include important ancient semi-natural woodlands, notably those on 
the valley sides near Llangedwyn, as well as many ancient species-rich 
hedgerows.  Its principal conservation interest, however, is its 
outstanding historic landscapes, which form an important part of the 
Tanat Valley Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest and cover most 
of the area.  In the middle Tanat the historic landscape comprises relict 
buried valley bottom Neolithic to Bronze Age burial and ritual 
monuments; settlement sites and irregular fieldscapes of medieval and 
early post-medieval origin; and medieval mottes or earthwork castles on 
the valley sides.  In the upper valley the range of features also includes 
medieval dykes, defensive settlements; irregular, anciently enclosed 
fieldscapes; and 18th to early 20th century slate and stone quarrying and 
lead mining settlements and remains.   There are Conservation Areas 
associated with the historic cores of Penybontfawr and Llangynog.  
Overall this is a historic landscape of exceptional wealth and diversity; 
and many of the features are easily accessed and visible, making a strong 
contribution to landscape perceptions along the full valley length. 
 

Evaluation 
Overall weight and spatial 
distribution of natural beauty 
evidence 
 

This area meets the natural beauty criterion.  It is a key gateway to Y 
Berwyn, with exceptionally strong visual and historical associations to 
the uplands; strong topographic unity and sense of place; high scenic 
quality; and a rare assemblage of archaeological and historic interests.  
The middle and upper reaches of the Tanat valley are integral, visually 
and historically, to understanding and appreciation of the wider Y 
Berwyn landscape.  There are no notable spatial variations in weight of 
evidence. 
 

Recommendation as to land that 
should be considered as a 
candidate area 
 

All the land within the viewshed to the south, and as far east as 
Llangedwyn, should be considered as a candidate area. 

Areas requiring particular scrutiny 
during detailed boundary definition 
 

The eastern parts of the valley and the area south of Llanrhaeadr will 
require particular scrutiny during detailed boundary definition. 

Issues to be Addressed in Defining Extent 
Transition There is a transition in landscape character and quality towards the 

eastern end of the valley, around or before Llangedwyn.  Here visual 
connections with the Berwyn Mountains weaken and landscape quality 
gradually declines. 
 

Fragmentation This landscape is relatively intact and has not been significantly 
fragmented by built development, mineral extraction or other influences. 
 

Incongruous features There are few if any incongruous features within this landscape as such. 
 

Wash-over There might be a need for wash-over of some small areas of intensively 
farmed land on the valley floor and lower slopes on the northern valley 
sides. 
 

Settlements If the boundary were to extend as far east as Llangedwyn, the inclusion 
or exclusion of this village would need to be considered on its merits. 
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2.8 Evaluation Area 8: Dyfnant Forest 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Landscape context 
 
 

Dyfnant Forest is a broad area, dominated by coniferous forests, that 
fringes the south-eastern edges of the Berwyn Mountains and Lake 
Vyrnwy.  It extends from near Cwm Pennant and Llangynog southwards 
to Llanwddyn (at the eastern end of Lake Vyrnwy) and then westwards 
around the southern edge of the area of search.  The northern part of the 
forest occupies high ground up to 500m AOD or more; while the 
southern part is generally lower in elevation.  The underlying Ordovician 
and Silurian sedimentary rocks are blanketed with peat on high ground 
and in places the valley floors and sides have glacial drift deposits.  The 
area is mainly drained in a south-easterly direction by the Rivers 
Vrynwy, Cownwy and Twrch.  Although the topography is complex and 
often masked by forestry, a key feature is the series of prominent fault-
associated parallel ridgelines trending north-east to south-west that run 
past the eastern end of Lake Vyrnwy.  Craig Garth-bwlch (above) is 
particularly influential visually, enclosing and separating the reservoir 
from land further east.  The rivers have cut deep channels through and 
around these ridges, adding further to the area’s landscape complexity. 
 

Natural Beauty Factors Evidence 
Scenic quality 
 

Scenic quality is variable here.  In parts it is high, the prominent ridges 
and open tops of Dâs Eithin, Bryn Coch, Rhialgwm and Craig Garth-
bwlch being especially attractive and memorable, with dramatic steep 
slopes, forests and waterfalls and stunning views to Lake Vrynwy.  The 
pastoral valley landscapes, for instance along the lower reaches of the 
Conwy and Twrch, are also of some visual appeal in areas where there is 
a good balance between farmland and forests.  However in parts of the 
area the landscape is dominated and enclosed by forestry; and in the 
south, where the hills decline in height and the valleys assume a simple, 
open form and a bleakness of character, scenic quality is moderate only. 
 

Sense of place 
 

Sense of place is relatively strong in the north but weaker in the south 
where visual connections with the main Berwyn massif gradually decline 
and the landscape is less distinctive in character.  The northern part of the 
area has a strong forest character and includes many historic and cultural 
landscape features that contribute to sense of place.  The landscape here 
is crossed by the Pererindod Melangell – a former pilgrimage route – 
highlighting both the landscape’s historic time-depth as well as its 
physical and cultural links with the upper Tanat valley. 
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Landscape quality 
 

Landscape quality is mixed.  In the north, for example around Hirnant, 
fields, hedges and traditional buildings are well-maintained, making a 
positive contribution to landscape quality.  However in farmed areas 
further south, within the forest, hedges and pastures may appear 
neglected and farm buildings may lie derelict.  In the upper valleys, the 
landscape may also be affected locally by over-improvement of pastures 
and large modern farm buildings. 
 

Integrity 
 

The integrity of this landscape has been affected by various influences, 
notably forestry.  Although some of the forest areas are sensitive to the 
landscape, with mixed plantings, soft edges and open views retained, in 
other areas forestry is at odds with landform, presents harsh edges, and 
blocks key views.  Forest access tracks may also be intrusive.  Felling 
and restructuring is in progress in some areas, such as at Glasgwm 
(between Hirnant and Abertidwr), and in the long term this should bring 
landscape benefits.  Other influences include an intrusive caravan park 
(in the Cownwy valley), a telecommunications mast near Abertidwr and 
occasional large, modern farm buildings. 
 

Perceptual qualities 
 

Tranquillity mapping shows most of this area to be ‘undisturbed’, that is 
of the highest tranquillity.  Much of the area also feels very remote, 
especially the higher hills to the north and the valleys to the south, which 
also demonstrate some sense of wildness.  However in parts of the area, 
especially south of Lake Vyrnwy, the blanket forestry sometimes feels 
oppressive and unsettling. 
 

Associations 
 

The northern part of this area has strong associations with the late 19th 
century construction of Lake Vrynwy and at least some of the forestry 
plantings in areas close to the lake – for example on Craig Garth-bwlch – 
appear to date from that period.  Pererindod Melangell is an ancient route 
used by drovers, quarrymen and pilgrims over many centuries, 
connecting the Vyrnwy and Tanat valleys.  The settlement of Abertidwr 
appears to be an early 20th century forest estate village. 
 

Artistic and cultural importance 
 

The wider Berwyn landscape is of considerable artistic and cultural 
importance and is extensively described in literature, art and folklore, but 
at this stage no specific references to this locality have been noted. 
 

Rarity or representativeness 
 

The northern part of this landscape has some rarity and importance as a 
key part of the approach and setting to Lake Vyrnwy.  It is a 
representative example of the late 19th and early 20th century landscape 
influences of reservoir building and forestry in mid Wales. 
 

Conservation interest 
 

This landscape has less formal conservation interest than many other 
parts of the area of search.  It includes a section of the Berwyn 
Mountains SSSI, SAC and SPA and NNR at Moel Y Llyn, in the south-
west (physically separated from the rest of the evaluation area by 
forestry) and a valley mire SSSI at Cors Llyn Coethlyn close to the 
area’s south-eastern edge.  There are also remnant ancient woodlands, 
notably on the north side of Craig Garth-bwlch and south of the Cownwy 
valley.  Scattered scheduled monuments occur across the area, including 
prehistoric cairns, stones and tumuli and the early medieval boundary 
dyke of Clawdd Mawr.  Such sites are much more widespread and 
evident in the landscape in the north (where many can be observed along 
Pererindod Melangell) than in the south; and this area includes part of the 
nationally important Tanat Valley Landscape of Outstanding Historic 
Interest.  Hirnant has an ancient church and circular walled enclosure and 
is a Conservation Area. 
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Evaluation 
Overall weight and spatial 
distribution of natural beauty 
evidence 
 

The natural beauty criterion is met over the northern part of this area, 
which is of high scenic quality, with considerable time-depth, 
tranquillity, and important associations as well as habitats and historic 
features.  However the weight of evidence gradually declines south of 
Lake Vyrnwy, the main transition occurring along the ridgelines south-
east of the reservoir.  In the southern part of the area the natural beauty 
criterion is not met. 
 

Recommendation as to land that 
should be considered as a 
candidate area 
 

Land north of Pen y Ffridd Cownwy should be considered as a candidate 
area. 

Areas requiring particular scrutiny 
during detailed boundary definition 
 

The extensive forests of Glasgwm, east of Abertidwr, will require 
particular scrutiny. 

Issues to be Addressed in Defining Extent 
Transition This landscape demonstrates a gradual transition in landscape character 

and quality in the area south of Lake Vyrnwy. 
 

Fragmentation This landscape has not been significantly fragmented by built 
development, mineral extraction or other influences. 
 

Incongruous features The influence of any areas of insensitive forestry needs to be taken into 
account in drawing the boundary, while recognising that that influence 
may change in the relatively short term as a result of felling and 
restructuring. 
 

Wash-over Depending on where the boundary is drawn, there may be a need to wash 
over the coniferous afforestation at Glasgwm to include the important 
and scenic ridges that enclose the eastern end of Lake Vrynwy. 
 

Settlements The inclusion or exclusion of the village of Abertidwr may need to be 
considered if the proposed boundary line lies close by. 
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2.9 Evaluation Area 9: Lake Vyrnwy 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Landscape context 
 
 
 

Lake Vyrnwy is an upland reservoir created by damming the River 
Vyrnwy in the 1880s to supply water for Liverpool.  The lake occupies a 
large U-shaped glacial valley on the south-eastern side of the main 
Berwyn ridge, and is enclosed on three sides by the Berwyn Mountains, 
which rise steeply from the water to over 500m AOD.  The valley is 
orientated north-west to south-east and includes several tributaries with 
small streams and locally dissected terraces of glacial deposits.  The 
steep valley sides and ridges above the reservoir have extensive areas of 
forestry plantation.  Felling, restructuring and replanting with more 
diverse species is in progress in some areas.  There are also some older 
designed plantings, particularly towards the south-eastern end of the 
reservoir.  The reservoir’s built structures, including the dam, valve 
tower and an associated hotel, are Victorian in character and today the 
lake is an important but low key recreational destination.  A minor road 
follows the water’s edge offering the chance to view the lake and 
surrounding uplands by car, by bike or on foot.  The village of 
Llanwddyn (relocated following reservoir construction) lies immediately 
downstream overlooking the river. 
 

Natural Beauty Factors Evidence 
Scenic quality 
 

This landscape is of high scenic quality.  Although visually contained, 
the large expanse of open still water, interlocking spurs of farmland, 
forest and moorland, and attractive riverside below the dam, together 
form an unusual and aesthetically pleasing landscape.  The reservoir is a 
recognised countryside attraction that is easily accessible and very 
popular for day visitors from urban areas to the east.  The valley slopes 
have tumbling streams and waterfalls and afford opportunities for 
stunning high level views of the reservoir; often enhanced by reflections 
on the water.  The slopes give access to the surrounding moorland (EA4 
Berwyn Mountains), which in this area has a special concentration of 
visible historic sites, including the Pant y Ffynnon medieval hospitium 
and the medieval hafod and deserted farm at Lluest-wen; while at the 
head of the lake there is direct access to Berwyn NNR.  The designed 
plantings, massive stone-faced dam, ornate valve tower and attractive 
village of Llanwddyn also make a contribution to scenic quality.  There 
is a long-established consensus on the scenic quality of the lake, which 
was identified in 1947 for potential inclusion in a North Wales National 
Park. 
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Sense of place 
 

The lake has a very strong and unified sense of place due to its open 
expanse of water and distinctive Victorian architecture.  It is the focal 
point of views from the lake edges as well as from the forests and 
moorland all around and has a sheltered and peaceful character. 
 

Landscape quality 
 

Landscape quality is moderately high.  In various locations around the 
lake, particularly at its eastern end, there are neat patchworks of small 
hedged fields, separated by small semi-natural and designed woodlands, 
and these landscape elements are intact and well-managed.  Elsewhere 
commercial forestry is the characteristic landscape element.  Ongoing 
felling and management activity affect landscape quality locally but in 
the medium term should enhance the landscape. 
 

Integrity 
 

The landscape has been strongly influenced by Victorian engineering and 
afforestation, which define its character.  Planting and management have 
been fairly sensitive to landscape issues, but some areas are dominated 
by oppressive single species plantings and there remains a need to open 
up views and woodland clearings, particularly on the southern shore.  
Forest tracks also cause visual intrusion on some hillsides, for example 
on the eastern slopes of the upper part of the lake.  With the exception of 
these influences the landscape is intact and unspoilt. 
 

Perceptual qualities 
 

This is a gentle landscape of very high tranquillity.  It penetrates deeply 
into the Berwyn Mountains, which lie at the heart of one of the largest 
remaining ‘undisturbed’ areas in Wales, with exceptionally high 
tranquillity and dark night skies – qualities of high value to nearby urban 
populations as well as local people.  As the lake is clearly a man-made 
landscape feature, there is little sense of wildness, but there is some sense 
of remoteness and also timelessness associated with the ancient 
settlement features that can be seen (described further below). 
 

Associations 
 

Lake Vyrnwy was formed by the damming of the River Vyrnwy in the 
1880s to supply water to Liverpool, with resultant submersion and loss of 
the original village of Llanwddyn, followed by construction of the new 
village.  Unusually, the lake was deliberately designed as a leisure venue, 
centred on the hotel and the new village, which provides facilities for 
visitors today.  There are strong associations with the landscape of 
Snowdonia National Park, which lies less than 5km beyond the lake, and 
the lake is widely seen as an approach and gateway to that area. 
 

Artistic and cultural importance 
 

The wider Berwyn landscape is of considerable artistic and cultural 
importance and is extensively described in literature, art and folklore, but 
at this stage no specific references to this locality have been noted. 
 

Rarity or representativeness 
 

The dam was one of the earliest and largest in Europe at the time of its 
construction in the 1880s.  Together with adjoining parts of Dyfnant 
Forest, it is a representative example of the late 19th and early 20th 
century landscape influences of reservoir building and forestry. 
 

Conservation interest 
 

There is a mosaic of different habitats, including freshwater, upland 
oakwood, wet grassland and moorland supporting a wide range of 
species including a rich bird life, red squirrels, otters and brown hares; 
and this contributes strongly to the landscape experience.  A number of 
lakeside and valley woodlands, especially at the eastern end of the area, 
are ancient in origin and include mature sessile oak woodlands.  There is 
important and visible relict post-medieval archaeology, notably the field 
system and deserted village of Bryn Gwyn (scheduled monument) on the 
northern lake shores, as well as many sites of historic interest on the 
moors above, just outside the evaluation area.  The archaeology 
associated with submerged settlements and landscape is also of 
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conservation interest.  The village of Llanwddyn is a Conservation Area. 
 

Evaluation 
Overall weight and spatial 
distribution of natural beauty 
evidence 
 

This area meets the natural beauty criterion, with clear evidence in 
relation to scenic quality, perceptual qualities, associations and rarity and 
representativeness.  The area offers outstanding views, exceptional 
tranquillity, interesting Victorian engineering and architecture, and 
strong associations with Snowdonia National Park.  There are no notable 
spatial variations in the weight of evidence. 
 

Recommendation as to land that 
should be considered as a 
candidate area 
 

All of the area should be considered as a candidate area. 

Areas requiring particular scrutiny 
during detailed boundary definition 
 

There are no areas requiring particular scrutiny during detailed boundary 
definition as the area is expected to be internal to any AONB boundary. 

Issues to be Addressed in Defining Extent 
Transition N/A 

 
Fragmentation N/A 

 
Incongruous features N/A 

 
Wash-over N/A 

 
Settlements N/A 
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2.10 Evaluation Area 10: Vyrnwy and Banwy Valley Farmlands 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Landscape context 
 
 
 

The Vyrnwy and Banwy Valley Farmlands lie on the south-eastern edge 
of the study area.  Only their north-western fringes are within the area of 
search, the remainder having little or no sense of proximity to Y Berwyn 
and an entirely different character.  These fringes principally comprise 
the high ridges and outliers adjacent to EA8 Dyfnant Forest and EA7 
Tanat Valley Farmlands and are transitional between the three 
landscapes.  Topographically the ridges form a continuation of EA8, 
rising to around 400m AOD and trending north-east to south-west.  They 
appear to represent a relatively resistant outcrop of Silurian rock strata.  
The principal ridge of Pen-y-Bylchau is clad in forestry on its north-west 
side, with open, large scale farmland on its south-east side.  Further north 
the ridge is mainly grass and heather moorland.  Here the evaluation area 
extends northwards to include the unforested south side of Clawdd Mawr 
(504m) as well as southwards to the prominent moorland outlier of Y 
Glog (408m), which is separated from the main ridge by a deep glaciated 
valley. 
 

Natural Beauty Factors Evidence 
Scenic quality 
 

Scenic quality is unremarkable in the south, where the landscape 
comprises large fields of improved grassland and visually relates mainly 
to the lower, undulating farmlands to the east.  Further north, scenic 
quality is considerably higher, with steep wooded slopes and attractive 
contrasts between the small, lush, enclosed valley farmlands and the open 
moorlands above.  Here small scale landscape interest includes waterfalls 
and ancient fords. 
 

Sense of place 
 

In the south the sense of place derives principally from the wide views 
south-eastwards across the lower-lying farmlands; there are no views to 
the north-west and little sense of proximity to the Berwyn Mountains of 
Dyfnant Forest except for the fact that the very edge of the forest is 
visible on the top of the ridge.  Further north the sense of place is much 
more strongly influenced by the adjoining upland area and there are some 
long views northwards into the hills.  The moorland and enclosed, steep-
sided glacial valley here are features that are common to other parts of Y 
Berwyn. 
 

Landscape quality 
 

Landscape quality is mixed across this area.  In the south the unenclosed 
improved grassland appears to represent an area of reclamation from 
former moorland or common and seems incongruous at this altitude.  
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Further north the open moorland and small, hedged fields are mainly 
intact and in good condition, although again there are some signs of 
agricultural intensification such as arable cultivation on steep slopes.  In 
the valleys there are small, well-managed, semi-natural woodlands. 
 

Integrity 
 

In the south intrusive influences in the landscape include large farm 
buildings and a prominently sited caravan park on the edge of Dyfnant 
Forest.  Further north any such influences are less obvious although 
shooting tracks and butts are apparent in places.  Across much of this 
area the presence of forestry on the very edge of the skyline is an 
incongruous and somewhat distracting element. 
 

Perceptual qualities 
 

This landscape is classed as ‘undisturbed’ on tranquillity mapping but 
has less sense of remoteness than many other parts of Y Berwyn – 
principally because of the open views to the farmed landscapes further 
east.  In the north however the moorland and mountain views lend some 
sense of wildness. 
 

Associations 
 

The higher, open ground had visual and perceptual associations with the 
Berwyn Mountains, reflected in the fact that the moorland in the northern 
part of the area is access land and Clawdd Mawr and part of Y Glog are 
registered commons. 
 

Artistic and cultural importance 
 

Not known. 

Rarity or representativeness 
 

This fairly small area is not an especially rare or representative landscape 
in itself. 
 

Conservation interest 
 

The semi-natural valley side woodlands are of some nature conservation 
interest.  The high ground around Clawdd Mawr has prehistoric barrows 
and also shows evidence of medieval agricultural activity, notably an 
early medieval boundary dyke which is a scheduled monument.  This is 
of value as similar features nearby are often obscured by forestry. 
 

Evaluation 
Overall weight and spatial 
distribution of natural beauty 
evidence 
 

The natural beauty criterion is met in the northern part of this area, 
between Clawdd Mawr and Y Glog, on grounds of scenic quality, 
associations and conservation interest.  It is not met in the southern part 
of the area. 
 

Recommendation as to land that 
should be considered as a 
candidate area 
 

The area between Clawdd Mawr and Y Glog should be considered as a 
candidate area. 

Areas requiring particular scrutiny 
during detailed boundary definition 
 

The area described above will require particular scrutiny during detailed 
boundary definition. 

Issues to be Addressed in Defining Extent 
Transition There is a transition in landscape character and quality southwards across 

this area, especially where views to moorland areas to the north are lost. 
 

Fragmentation The landscape is not subject to fragmentation by development. 
 

Incongruous features The influence of incongruous features, especially forestry, needs to be 
considered in drawing a boundary. 
 

Wash-over There are no significant issues of wash-over. 
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Settlements There are no issues relating to inclusion or exclusion of marginal 
settlements. 
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3 Evidence in Relation to Desirability 
 
3.1 Introduction 
 
The natural beauty evaluation presented in the previous section identified all or part of all 
nine ‘evaluation areas’ as meeting the natural beauty criterion.  From this point onwards in the 
assessment of land for designation these areas are termed ‘candidate areas’ (CAs) i.e. areas 
that appear to meet the natural beauty criterion (either by themselves or with other areas as 
part of a larger designated area). 
 
The next step in the assessment of land for designation is to compile evidence to inform 
CCW’s judgement as to whether, by reason of the natural beauty of the area, it is desirable to 
designate Y Berwyn (or a substantial part of it) as an AONB.  As indicated in CCW’s 
Methodology for Identifying and Designating Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty in Wales 
(Annex 1), this evidence needs to cover: 
 
• landscape significance, including special qualities (those aspects of the area’s natural 

beauty which are important and valuable, particularly at a national scale), rarity and 
representativeness (of the landscape types, elements or features), and consensus (evidence 
of past and present recognition of the importance of the landscape); 

• issues affecting the area’s special qualities, including current and longstanding issues 
associated with development, land management and other forces for change; and 

• appropriateness of designation, that is whether the AONB purpose of conservation and 
enhancement of natural beauty can best be pursued through the management mechanisms, 
powers and duties that come with AONB designation. 

 
At the broad level of the study area as a whole, research undertaken by the consultants during 
Phase 1 has already concluded that, if the area is confirmed as being of outstanding natural 
beauty, formal designation as an AONB is likely to be the most effective option for its future 
management (see Section 5 of the Final Area of Search Report). 
 
This section of the current report provides more detailed information and analysis in relation 
to the desirability of designating Y Berwyn as an AONB.  Please note that the evidence on 
desirability within this report should be regarded as a starting point for further work by 
CCW, who will also need to explore further the other designation and management options 
that may exist. 
 
Such further work would very much benefit from wider input and involvement from a range 
of parties involved in planning and land management within Y Berwyn, as well as from 
public consultation.  In particular, the evidence on the appropriateness of designation for land 
within the Powys County Council area is incomplete.  This is because the issue of potential 
AONB designation has not been explored in the Powys in recent years and Powys County 
Council has not (to date) been represented on the Technical Advice Group for the study. 
 
3.2 Desirability of Designating Y Berwyn as an AONB 
 
For convenience in compiling evidence on desirability over a relatively broad area, the 
landscape has been subdivided as follows: 
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• High Berwyn – comprising CA2 Upper Dee Valley, CA3 Pennant Valley and CA4 

Berwyn Mountains; 
• Low Berwyn – comprising CA5 Ceiriog Valley and Foothills, CA6 Berwyn Foothills and 

Llanrhaeadr and CA7 Tanat Valley Farmlands; 
• Dyfnant and Vrynwy – comprising CA8 Dyfnant Forest, CA9 Lake Vyrnwy and CA10 

Vyrnwy and Banwy Farmlands. 
 
These three broad, pragmatic subdivisions all lie mainly within Y Berwyn national landscape 
character area.  They are highly interrelated and interdependent in terms of landscape 
perceptions as well as landscape planning and management.  Although they differ in special 
qualities and issues affecting special qualities, integrated management will be essential to 
conserve and enhance their natural beauty.  Ultimately CCW needs to stand back and ask in 
relation to the area as a whole whether it meets the tests set out in statute. 
 
3.3 High Berwyn 
 
Candidate Areas 
CA2 Upper Dee Valley; CA3 Pennant Valley; CA4 Berwyn Mountains 
 
Significance (special qualities, rarity and representativeness, consensus) 
This simple, massive upland expanse lies at the heart of Y Berwyn, extending almost the full length of the area 
of search.  Physically as well as visually, it connects the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley AONB with 
Snowdonia National Park to the south-west, sharing the underlying geology and landform of both these areas.  
Relatively little-known and perhaps under-appreciated, this landscape is a reservoir of isolation and remoteness 
that historically has always acted as a formidable barrier to east-west communications between England and 
Wales – and even today can only be reached along minor roads.  Heavily influenced by glaciation and deeply 
penetrated by glacial valleys, especially on the east, the higher ground provides a dramatic landscape setting for 
the upper reaches of the three main valley systems of the Ceiriog, the Tanat and the Vyrnwy.  The uplands are 
also an important and distinctive skyline in clear weather, the focal point of many views – especially looking 
west along the Tanat valley, where the mountains are strongly symbolic of Wales and Welsh culture. 
 
The landscape has many special qualities and features.  Its wide open horizons – clothed in purple heather in 
late summer – are punctuated by the majestic crags and cirques of Cadair Berwyn and surrounding summits.  
These tops offer spectacular views in all directions, taking in Snowdonia to the west, the Cambrian Mountains 
to the south and the Tanat and Severn valleys to the east, as well as offering glimpses north-east into the 
Ceiriog valley and beyond.  From the steep plateau edges the views into the stream gorges and valleys below 
are also stunning – including those from above Pistyll Rhaeadr, the highest waterfall in England and Wales.  
The upland landscape is intact and unspoilt, with a strong sense of wildness and exceptionally high tranquillity 
and dark skies – one of the largest remaining such areas in Wales.  The area is celebrated in legend as the seat 
of the giant Cawr Berwyn and has been a source of inspiration for the many Welsh language poets and writers 
historically associated with the valleys below.  There is a unique assemblage of conservation interests.  The 
land forms a key part (with adjoining National Park and AONB land) of the most extensive tract of near natural 
blanket bog, the largest stand of upland European dry heath and the most important upland area for breeding 
birds in Wales and is mainly covered by SSSI, SAC, SPA and NNR designations.  Substantial areas also fall 
within either the Berwyn Landscape of Special Historic Interest or the Tanat Valley Landscape of Outstanding 
Historic Interest.  These Registered Historic Landscapes are of national importance, with rare Bronze Age and 
medieval field systems and settlement.  Landscape perceptions are enriched by enjoyment of the area’s habitats 
and bird life, as well as by the chance to view the wealth of historic landscape features. 
 
Virtually all of this area has been recognised consistently, for more than sixty years, as being worthy of 
national landscape designation3.  The southern section formed part of the land that was recommended by 
Hobhouse for inclusion in a North Wales National Park.  The remaining land was identified by Hobhouse and 
later by the Countryside Commission and CCW as potential AONB land.  Denbighshire County Council and 

                                                
3 See Annex 1 of Final Area of Search Report for further details in relation to designation history. 
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Wrexham County Borough Council have formally recognised the Berwyn in their Unitary Development Plans 
as being of national landscape importance.  The consultation on the southern extension to the Clwydian Range 
AONB in 2010-2011 produced considerable evidence that the landscape of the northern part of the Berwyn 
Mountains (together with the Ceiriog valley) is very highly valued by members of the public.  However the 
degree of consensus as to the importance of land within the Powys County Council area is unknown as the 
issue of potential AONB designation has not been explored in that council area in recent years. 
 
Overall there is strong evidence that the High Berwyn landscape is of high significance. 
 

Issues affecting special qualities 
This High Berwyn, due to its strategic location between two existing nationally designated landscapes and its 
elevated, exposed character, is vulnerable to landscape change associated with developments such as wind 
farms, telecommunications masts and electricity transmission lines.  Such developments – if they were to occur 
within the upland area itself – could adversely affect the landscape’s integrity.  They could detract from its 
special qualities, for example by breaking important visual connections with adjoining nationally designated 
landscapes, interrupting the area’s wide open skylines and panoramic views, diminishing the strong wildness, 
tranquillity and dark skies, and/or bringing a risk of physical damage to outstanding habitats and monuments.  
In addition, landscape perceptions could be affected by large scale development in surrounding areas (outside 
the candidate areas) if this were inappropriate in siting, layout or design.  The landscape is also sensitive to any 
significant new forestry planting, which would affect its characteristic openness and exposure; while further 
growth in the use of off-road vehicles (motorbikes and 4x4s, especially prevalent in the northern part of the 
area) could impact on tranquillity and cause scarring of the hillsides.  At a smaller scale, incremental changes 
such as insensitive fencing of moorland commons, field boundary decline and loss, agricultural improvement of 
marginal pastures, abandonment of traditional farmsteads and ‘suburbanisation’ of peripheral settlements 
cumulatively threaten landscape quality and damage features of natural and cultural heritage interest. 
 
This landscape has specific needs in terms of management and advice, including the need for: 
 
• effective, long term management of blanket bog and upland heath habitats within this part of the Berwyn 

and South Clwyd Mountains SAC and Berwyn SPA (currently classed as unfavourable declining) to 
counter the effects of overgrazing, undergrazing, inappropriate burning and drainage; 

• management of visitor pressures, especially on the main Berwyn ridge (accessed partly by boardwalk) and 
the key access routes to the upland area from the Pennant, Ceiriog, Tanat and Vyrnwy valleys; 

• concerted action to address important area-wide issues such as bio-security (e.g. avian flu risk to upland 
birds), off-road vehicular access, peatland conservation and climate change; 

• proactive work with developers and other stakeholders to ensure that any major infrastructure development 
in surrounding areas respects the special qualities of the Berwyn landscape, including key outward views; 

• special attention to forest design and management both within the area (Cynwyd Forest and Pennant 
valley) and around its fringes (Ceiriog, Dyfnant and Vrynwy Forests) to help reconnect the valley and 
moorland landscapes, address impacts on skylines, diversify structure and species composition and 
enhance forest edges; 

• management of the prominent stream- and valley-side semi-natural woodlands and ffridd pastures, 
including issues of natural regeneration, uncontrolled fires and bracken control encroachment; 

• maintenance and restoration of historic field boundaries, including both the drystone moorland walls and 
the ancient hedged enclosures such as those above the Dee valley; 

• holistic conservation and interpretation of the many outstanding prehistoric and medieval remains, which 
often lie close to important upland access routes: at present most of these sites are not actively managed 
and are extremely vulnerable to accidental damage. 

 

Appropriateness of designation 
This single, unified upland massif is covered by three separate unitary authorities, and the planning policy 
protection afforded to its landscapes is inconsistent across the area concerned.  It is stronger in Denbighshire 
and Wrexham, where the Berwyn Mountains have non-statutory Special Landscape Area status, than it is in 
Powys, where the landscape has no special status or recognition.  Such recognition is helpful in development 
management – perhaps especially so here, given the strong physical and visual connections with the adjoining 
nationally designated landscapes of Snowdonia National Park and the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley AONB.  
Although major development proposals are unlikely within the SAC and SPA area, they may occur on the 
periphery of the uplands where protective nature conservation designations are absent. 
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If the area were to be designated as an AONB, special attention could be given to the siting, layout and design 
of development and other forms of change, such as significant new commercial afforestation, that might affect 
the landscape’s special qualities.  There would be an opportunity to raise awareness of all aspects of the area’s 
natural beauty, which at present is under-appreciated; and to highlight the special need for conservation and 
enhancement of its skylines, wild character and dark skies.  An AONB unit could provide a strategic overview 
of the significant landscape issues that need to be addressed right across the upland area – for example 
providing advice on landscape sensitivity and capacity for wind energy (to help ensure that any such 
development is appropriate in scale and location); and advice and liaison on forest design (to address the issues 
of connectivity, skylines and structure outlined above). 
 
Clearly management for nature conservation is already a very high priority in the High Berwyn.  However 
AONB designation potentially could bring stronger leadership, a more integrated approach, and the prospect of 
a step-change in the effectiveness of land management for conservation.  There would be a statutory 
requirement to prepare an AONB management plan.  The management plan would recognise all the special 
qualities of the landscape, giving much greater attention than in the past to the visual, perceptual and historic 
aspects of the landscape – and associated specialist management needs – and providing the chance to explore 
and manage the functional interrelationships between the uplands and the adjoining valleys.  It would bring 
together all the different geographic and administrative areas, ensuring that the landscape of Y Berwyn is 
considered and managed holistically, in a more meaningful and effective way. 
 
The process of management plan preparation would highlight the value of the Berwyn Mountains landscape 
and the wide range of ecosystem services that it provides.  It would help focus discussion on future change and, 
importantly, would build consensus on management priorities, as it would require the constructive involvement 
of a wide range of parties – including landowning and sporting interests, farmers, commoners, local authorities, 
conservation agencies, wildlife and archaeological trusts, recreational interests and local communities – who 
have not always worked well together in the past.  Heritage Lottery Fund Landscape Partnership Funding4 
(potentially worth up to £2m) might be available to assist the preparation and implementation of the 
management plan.  In practical terms a new AONB might also involve and draw upon the considerable 
experience of the neighbouring National Park Authority and AONB Unit – for instance extending the valuable 
work that they have done on issues such as peatland erosion control, management of off-roading, and 
conservation and interpretation of historic environment features 
 

 
3.4 Low Berwyn 
 
Candidate Areas 
CA5 Ceiriog Valley and Foothills; CA6 Berwyn Foothills and Llanrhaeadr; CA7 Tanat Valley Farmlands 
 
Significance (special qualities, rarity and representativeness, consensus) 
This broad area comprises the Berwyn foothills and the valleys that penetrate deeply into the heart of the 
upland massif.  A highly complex landscape, in sharp contrast to the relatively simple moorlands above, 
perceptually it is strongly influenced by the enclosing hills.  In the north it adjoins the Clwydian Range and Dee 
Valley AONB, extending southwards to include the middle and upper catchments of the Rivers Ceiriog and 
Tanat and their tributaries.  Although mainly settled and farmed, with some distinctive areas of open moor, 
most of the area is relatively isolated and deeply rural.  The Ceiriog and Tanat valleys form the principal 
gateways to Y Berwyn as whole and are rather more heavily trafficked.  They too contrast in character – the 
Ceiriog offering a tightly enclosed, winding, sometimes gorge-like route into the hills; while the Tanat is more 
open and pastoral, the river leading the eye towards the dramatic glaciated valleys and mountains at its head. 
 
This is a landscape has considerable aesthetic appeal with many rare and unusual qualities.  The lush green 
pastures and extensive semi-natural woodlands of the valley bottoms and slopes have intricate and ancient 
patterns of field enclosure, with thick hedgebanks, fine hedgerow trees and a mosaic of vegetation types.  The 
winding lanes on the upper slopes are deeply tranquil and offer almost aerial views down into the valleys as 
well as fine views up into the hills to the west.  The foothills and moorland outliers above are often dramatic 
and memorable in form, including asymmetric shapes and jagged ridges.  Their edges are marked by waterfalls, 
rocky outcrops, spectacular hillforts and signs of former quarrying and mining activity, while the many historic 

                                                
4 http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/landscapepartnerships.aspx  
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villages and farmsteads have a wealth of vernacular architecture as well as historic and cultural interest.  There 
is an unusually strong sense of place or Bro, particularly focused around the settlements of Glyn Ceiriog and 
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant.  The legends, folklore and picturesque qualities of the valleys, and their dramatic 
interrelationships with the Berwyn Mountains – especially at Pandy Rock, Pistyll Rhaeadr, Craig Rhiwarth and  
Pennant Melangell – have been enjoyed by both residents and visitors to the area since at least the 17th century 
and have been widely celebrated in Welsh language poetry and writings.  The landscape has very important 
historic and literary associations, including associations with Lloyd George and with Bishop William Morgan, 
who first translated the Bible into Welsh.  The area also includes the majority of the Tanat Valley Landscape of 
Outstanding Historic Interest – a nationally important Registered Historic Landscape of ritual significance as a 
historic routeway to and through the uplands, with a unique and remarkable assemblage of cultural heritage 
spanning many phases in history – from complexes of prehistoric cropmarks to the remains of modern industry. 
 
For most of the Low Berwyn there is longstanding consensus that the land is of national landscape importance.  
The upper reaches of the Tanat were part of an area recommended by Hobhouse for inclusion in a North Wales 
National Park.  Most of the remaining area (except for the Tanat valley east of Llanrhaeadr, which is part of the 
Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest) was identified by Hobhouse and later by the Countryside 
Commission and/or CCW as potential AONB land.  Wrexham County Borough Council has formally 
recognised the Ceiriog valley in its Unitary Development Plan as being of national landscape importance.  The 
consultation on the southern extension to the Clwydian Range AONB in 2010-2011 produced considerable 
evidence that the landscape of the Ceiriog valley is very highly valued by members of the public.  The degree 
of public consensus as to the importance of land within the Powys County Council area is unknown as the issue 
of potential AONB designation has not been explored in that council area in recent years. 
 
Overall there is strong evidence that the Low Berwyn landscape is of high significance. 
 

Issues affecting special qualities 
This landscape is sensitive to any significant development or physical change that might adversely affect the 
visual settings of the valleys, the historic character of the valley settlements, views to and from the foothills 
around, or the area’s deeply rural tranquillity – for example changes associated with housing, transport, 
minerals or major infrastructure development.  The aesthetic appeal and national conservation interest of the 
area’s striking natural landforms and historic sites (including Pandy Rock, Pistyll Rhaeadr and Craig Rhiwarth) 
are especially vulnerable, but so too are the skylines, landform features, ancient woodlands and historic field 
patterns of the valley sides which contribute strongly to sense of place and to landscape quality and integrity.  
In recent years increased commuting; associated highways improvements and lighting; occasional 
telecommunications masts; infill development affecting village form and layout; conversion of farmsteads and 
historic buildings; and development of holiday lets, caravan parks and other farm diversification projects, have 
brought subtle but incremental changes and these pressures continue.  Potentially, any large scale development 
that is inappropriate in siting, scale or character could also have a detrimental impact on approaches to the 
valleys and foothills and on perceptions of Y Berwyn as a whole.  Within the upland fringe farmland, hedgerow 
loss and over-improvement of marginal pastures are key issues that locally threaten landscape condition. 
 
There is still surprisingly limited awareness of the special qualities of this outstanding landscape; and at the 
present time there is little proactive landscape planning or management as such, apart from some very limited 
local authority input.  The key concern for the Low Berwyn is that, without wider awareness of its special 
qualities, and in the absence of specialist advice and management, those special qualities will gradually be 
eroded and lost due to the cumulative impacts of the ongoing, piecemeal changes described above. 
 
The landscape demonstrates a special need for: 
 
• tailored advice and support to farmers and land managers to help sustain traditional rural skills such as 

hedgelaying and extensive stock grazing that would conserve and enhance the farmed landscapes of the 
upland fringes; 

• advice on how to develop and promote the value of local produce that is associated with the area’s 
environmental qualities; 

• proactive conservation and management of the many topographic landmarks (often also of historic 
importance), the appealing field patterns of the valley sides and floodplains, and the relatively rich semi-
natural woodland, hedgerows, hedgebank and riparian habitats; 

• special attention to forest design and management, particularly within the Ceiriog Forest but also at other 
locations around the upland margins where planting affects landscape character and views; 

• specialist advice on protection and interpretation of the numerous significant geological and 
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geomorphological features and important mining and quarrying remains across the area; 
• work to record, monitor and communicate the huge wealth of archaeology, historic landscapes and  

industrial heritage, which at present lacks targeted management or interpretation; 
• work to increase awareness among local people of the sense of place, distinctiveness and local heritage of 

the Berwyn valleys and promote the area as a sustainable tourist destination; 
• management of recreational access, parking and viewpoints – the Low Berwyn including most of the main 

access points to the adjoining uplands; 
• sensitive planning and design measures aimed at maintaining compact, traditional settlement patterns, 

conserving the character of vernacular buildings, and encouraging high design standards for new build. 
 

Appropriateness of designation 
This landscape of foothills and valleys is intimately connected to the High Berwyn to the west, and its 
designation and management cannot (and should not) be considered separately.  As in that area, the land 
currently falls within different unitary authority areas and has inconsistent landscape policy protection – land 
within Wrexham having non-statutory Special Landscape Area status whereas land in Powys has no such status 
(despite consistently being recognised as nationally important landscape).  Again, key benefits of AONB 
designation would be to ensure appropriate, consistent policy protection in relation to major developments such 
as wind farms, and to encourage higher design standards.  This is especially important given the visual role that 
these landscapes play in the main approaches to Y Berwyn from the east. 
 
All of the area demonstrates a clear need for landscape conservation and management and for the special skills 
and resources that an AONB could offer.  In the Ceiriog valley, given the strong Welsh language identity and 
rich industrial heritage, there is particular scope for landscape planning initiatives to focus on heightening 
awareness of sense of place, community and cultural heritage; sensitive siting and design of built development; 
and management of recreational access.  A focus on these themes would not only address ongoing landscape 
planning and management issues, but also facilitate sustainable economic development.  In the Tanat valley a 
similar approach would be appropriate, with the added opportunity to promote improved conservation, 
management and interpretation of the outstanding landscape features associated with the Tanat Valley 
Landscape of Special Historic Interest – all of which potentially could be included in the AONB boundary. 
 
A common theme across the whole area would be conservation and enhancement of marginal farmland – 
including maintenance and restoration of field boundaries, ffridd pastures, and the rich legacy of fine stone-
built farmsteads; and appropriate measures to support farming, such as targeted agri-environmental support and 
training, and promotion of local farm produce.  As in High Berwyn, preparation of an AONB management plan 
would not only raise the profile of landscape, scenic quality and cultural heritage issues but provide a useful 
focus for discussion on future change, facilitating constructive resolution of potential conflicts between the 
respective needs and interests of farming, forestry, tourism and local communities. 
 

 
3.5 Dyfnant and Vyrnwy 
 
Candidate Areas 
CA8 Dyfnant Forest; CA9 Lake Vyrnwy; CA10 Vyrnwy and Banwy Farmlands 
 
Significance (special qualities, rarity and representativeness, consensus) 
The landscapes of Dyfnant Forest and Lake Vyrnwy enclose and deeply penetrate the southern end of the 
Berwyn Mountains.  The scenery here is gentler than further north and has been modified by the more recent 
influences of reservoir building and commercial forestry; hence both character and special qualities are subtly 
different from other parts of Y Berwyn.  The forests and lake are unifying influences.  The high mountain 
ridges of the northern part of Dyfnant Forest form the southern skyline of Cwm Pennant in the upper Tanat 
valley, and at the same time separate Lake Vyrnwy from the lower farmlands to the east.  Lake Vyrnwy itself is 
ringed by moorlands and is an important recreational landscape and a key route into Snowdonia National Park. 
 
In common with other parts of Y Berwyn, this area includes dramatic steep slopes, forests, and waterfalls; it 
also offers stunning views to Lake Vyrnwy from the surrounding higher ground.  The lake itself is of high 
scenic quality – the large expanse of open water, interlocking surrounding hillsides and attractive riverside area 
below the dam together forming an unusual and aesthetically pleasing landscape.  The man-made features – the 
designed plantings, stone-faced dam, valve tower and attractive village of Llanwddyn – contribute positively to 
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the area’s scenic quality.  There is an exceptionally strong sense of tranquillity and also some sense of 
remoteness and wildness – qualities that reflect the area’s proximity to the Berwyn Mountains and Snowdonia 
National Park and are highly valued by the many urban visitors as well as by local residents.  The forest and 
lake provide unique opportunities to access and enjoy the special habitats, wildlife and historic landscapes of Y 
Berwyn, including direct access to from the lakeside to Berwyn NNR.  There are opportunities to see a rich bird 
life, red squirrels, otters and brown hare; and unusually strong concentrations of medieval and post-medieval 
archaeology.  The Pererindod Melangell, a former pilgrimage route, highlights the area’s historic qualities and 
its physical and cultural links with the upper Tanat valley.  The dam was one of the earliest and largest in 
Europe at the time of its construction in the 1880s and the landscape as a whole is a fine representative example 
of the late 19th and early 20th century landscape influences of reservoir building and forestry. 
 
All of this area has long been recognised as being worthy of national landscape designation.  Most of the land 
was recommended by Hobhouse for inclusion in a North Wales National Park (and it is interesting to note that 
much of the area was already afforested at that time).  The remaining land was identified by Hobhouse and later 
by the Countryside Commission and CCW as potential AONB land.  However the degree of local consensus as 
to the importance of the landscape is unknown as the issue of potential AONB designation has not been 
explored in the Powys County Council area in recent years. 
 
Overall there is strong evidence that the Dyfnant and Vyrnwy landscape is of high significance. 
 

Issues affecting special qualities 
This landscape is highly sensitive to change due to its location on a key approach to Snowdonia National Park 
and the highly exposed, visible nature of many of the hillsides around the lake.  Any significant development 
on these hillsides might affect the tranquillity and remoteness of the lake; while any major infrastructure work 
in the wider surrounding area (outside the candidate areas) might need careful attention to appropriate siting, 
layout and design to ensure that it does not affect the area’s setting or views.  Other, smaller-scale forces for 
change include degradation of marginal landscapes as a result of farm improvements and construction of 
modern farm buildings; traffic growth and road improvements; and recreation and tourism development 
including intrusive caravan parks.  These types of change could further impact on the area’s special qualities in 
future. 
 
In terms of land management the most important change affecting this area is conifer clearance and 
restructuring.  This has been ongoing in recent years, and in general has brought short term landscape 
disruption but longer term landscape enhancement, by opening up key views and reconnecting the lake with its 
moorland setting.  Considerable further work remains to be done - but decline in markets for timber and new 
targets for woodland cover (for purposes of carbon capture) mean that this useful restructuring work may not 
necessarily continue into the future.  
 
The landscape demonstrates a clear need for specialist advice and management including: 
 

• proactive work with developers and other stakeholders to ensure that any major infrastructure development 
in surrounding areas respects the special qualities of the Berwyn landscape, including key outward views; 

• continuing attention to forest design and management, informed by strategic analysis of landscape 
character and key views; 

• prioritisation of forest restructuring in key areas e.g. south of Cwm Pennant (where the skylines are highly 
sensitive); at Glasgwm (where extensive restructuring is ongoing at present); and at the eastern gateway 
end of Lake Vrynwy (which is a very sensitive visual gateway); 

• recording, retention and renewal of the important designed plantings at the eastern end of Lake Vyrnwy 
that date from the time of dam construction in the late 19th century; 

• proactive management of recreational access, parking and viewpoints – recognising the area’s role as a 
visitor attraction and key approach to Snowdonia National Park from the Midlands, whilst at the same time 
conserving its rural character and tranquillity; 

• sensitive management and interpretation of the rich wealth of Berwyn habitats and cultural heritage sites 
that surround and are most easily accessed from Lake Vyrnwy – including Berwyn NNR, Pant y Ffynnon 
medieval hospitium and the deserted village of Bryn Gwyn; 

• tailored advice and support to farmers and land managers to sustain traditional skills such as hedgelaying  
and extensive stock grazing that would benefit the management of the forest fringe, hedges and pastures – 
helping to retain and restore the area’s agricultural landscape structure; 

• targeted work to identify and conserve the important archaeological resources that underlie the forests and 
moorlands – e.g. further work to assess the archaeological resource in areas scheduled for forest clearance. 
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Appropriateness of designation 
All of this area lies within the Powys County Council area, and the landscape has no special status or 
recognition.  There is therefore no strong policy protection in relation to wind energy, major infrastructure or 
further extensive forestry development.  Such recognition is very important here, given the area’s national 
landscape importance, its proximity to Snowdonia National Park, and the likelihood of major wind energy and 
National Grid developments in the surrounding area. 
 
AONB designation would bring not only addition policy protection for the area itself but also advice and 
additional resources to help ensure that any future developments fully respect the special qualities and setting 
of this nationally important landscape.  For example an AONB unit could provide guidance on the appropriate 
scale and location of wind energy development in relation to key views and skylines around Lake Vyrnwy.  It 
could also encourage ensure a long term strategy for forest design and management is prepared – informed by 
an understanding of the wider landscape character and visual context, as well as the cultural services that the 
forests and reservoir supply. 
 
Much the land within this area is managed at present by a partnership comprising Severn Trent Water, the 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and the Forestry Commission.  Although this partnership is an 
effective tool for management of water quality, nature conservation and forestry interests it is not equipped to 
deliver benefits at the wider landscape scale, and takes limited account of scenic quality and historic landscape 
issues and management needs.  An AONB management plan could provide a vehicle for strategic management 
of the forest and lakes as part of the wider Y Berwyn area with the fuller involvement of a wider range of 
stakeholders; and an AONB unit could deliver the specialist advice and management needs outlined above. 
 

 
3.6 Conclusions 
 
We conclude overall that, on the basis of the work that we have undertaken, there is strong 
evidence that designation of Y Berwyn as an AONB is desirable for the statutory purpose of 
conserving and enhancing the area’s natural beauty.  It is a single, unified upland ridge and 
valley system that is very clearly in need of consistent, coherent planning and management. 
 
However, CCW will need to undertake further work on the range of alternative approaches to 
designation and management of the area’s landscapes before coming to a firm conclusion on 
the evidence in relation to desirability.   
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Annex 1: Methodology 
 
COUNTRYSIDE COUNCIL FOR WALES 
METHODOLOGY FOR IDENTIFYING AND DESIGNATING AREAS 
OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY IN WALES 5 
 
As statutory advisor to government on sustaining natural beauty, the Countryside Council for 
Wales (CCW) requires a robust process for evaluation of proposals for landscape designation. 
For Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) CCW has identified and tested a 
mechanism to help decide whether or not a proposed area should be recommended for 
designation. The methodology has four main stages which should be undertaken when 
considering AONB designation in Wales: 
 
 
A. INITIAL SCREENING 
 
1. Initial screening assessment to determine if an area has sufficient, nationally important 

and recognised natural beauty within the geographical context of Wales. Sources to 
include Hobhouse 1947, LANDMAP and Landscape Character Map of Wales. The 
assessment should eliminate lengthy consideration of areas unsuitable for national 
designation. 

2. Secondary scoping assessment to consider whether formal designation of an identified 
area containing outstanding natural beauty is the preferred option. Comparative, broad 
brush studies to evaluate options such as integrated landscape management through 
European Landscape Convention; Parc Naturel; or local project based interventions. The 
assessment should be based on any contemporary CCW position regarding landscape 
protection and management in Wales. 

 
B. ASSESSMENT OF LAND FOR DESIGNATION 

3. Area of Search Study. Desk top study supported by field work to determine the initial 
geographical extent of the proposal. 

4.  Definition of Evaluation Areas (EAs). The broad area is subdivided into units of an 
appropriate scale to provide a spatial framework of landscape units – Utilise the 
Landscape Character Map for Wales and LANDMAP Studies to determine Evaluation 
Areas. Evaluation Area boundaries should be guided by local landscape character areas. 

5. Evaluation of Natural Beauty. Each Evaluation Area is evaluated against the technical 
criterion of natural beauty. Factors that contribute to Natural Beauty: Factors>Sub-
factors>Indicators. 

 
 
 
 

                                                
5 Internal draft as at March 2012, not yet formally adopted. 
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Table 1: Factors that Contribute to Natural Beauty 
 

Factors Sub-factors Indicators 
Aesthetic appeal 
 

Interest in terms of factors such as scale, 
form, patterns, enclosure, colour, texture, 
variety, ephemeral or seasonal interest 
 

Striking landform or visual interest 
 

Striking landform types or features; 
memorable or unusual views; eye-catching 
features or landmarks 
 

Scenic quality 

Spiritual or emotional impact on 
people 

Public and professional consensus that 
landscape is beautiful 

Unity and distinctiveness of 
landscape character 
 

Clear, distinct and recognisable landscape 
character 
 

Sense of place 

‘Bro’ ie sense of identity or bond 
between people and place 

Strong links perceived between 
communities and their landscape 
 

Intactness of the landscape 
 

Characteristic natural and man-made 
elements are well represented throughout 
 

Landscape quality 

Condition of the landscape (insofar 
as this helps to deliver 
distinctiveness) 
 

Landscape elements are in good condition 

Unspoilt rural character 
 

Relatively few overt industrial or urban 
influences 

Integrity 

General lack of large-scale, 
visually intrusive or otherwise 
inharmonious development 
 

Incongruous elements are limited, are not 
visually intrusive, have only localised 
influence, or are temporary in nature 
 

Relative wildness 
 

Low degree of human influence eg due to 
extensive semi-natural vegetation; few built 
features; openness and exposure to the 
elements 
 

Relative tranquillity 
 

Presence and/or perceptions of natural 
landscape, birdsong, peace and quiet, 
natural-looking woodland, stars at night, 
streams and/or sea, natural sounds and 
similar influences 
 

Sense of remoteness and freedom 
 

Relatively few roads or other transport 
routes; distant from or perceived as distant 
from human habitation 
 

Perceptual qualities  

Timelessness Sense of the passing of time and a return to 
nature due to apparent absence of human 
intervention 
 

Associations Important associations of the 
landscape with people, places or 
events 

Evidence that the landscape has associations 
with notable people, places or events, past 
or present 
 

Artistic and cultural 
importance 

Descriptions or expressions of the 
landscape through literature, 
painting, music or other art forms; 

Descriptions of the landscape in notable 
literature, topographical writings or guide 
books, or significant literature inspired by 
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the landscape 
 

or through language, folklore or 
modern media 

Depiction of the landscape in art, 
photography, film or music, or through 
language or folklore 
 

Rarity of the landscape as a whole 
or elements and features within it 
 

Presence of a rare type of landscape or rare 
landscape elements or features 

Rarity or 
representativeness 

Representativeness of the 
landscape as a whole or elements 
and features within it 
 

Presence of representative examples of a 
landscape type or type of landscape element 
or feature 
 
Presence of geology, wildlife and/or 
habitats, visible archaeological remains, 
parkland and/or designed landscapes, 
settlements, buildings or other structures 
that contribute to scenic quality and sense of 
place 
 
Presence of striking or memorable 
geomorphological features 
 
Presence of particular species that 
contribute to sense of  relative wildness or 
tranquillity 
 

Conservation interest Presence within the landscape of 
features of particular earth science, 
wildlife, archaeological, historical 
or cultural interest that add value to 
the landscape 

Presence of historic landscape types, 
elements or features that reveal time-depth 
or historic influence on the landscape 
 

 
It is useful to highlight some general points on the application of the natural beauty criterion:  
 
• There is no need for an AONB to display a coherent identity.  A designation can contain 

different landscapes so long as the designation as a whole satisfies the natural beauty 
criterion. 

• Not all factors or indicators have to be present across a designation.  Different parts of a 
designation can satisfy the natural beauty criterion for different reasons, provided that 
overall the area is of sufficient natural beauty to be designated as an AONB. 

• The weight and relative importance given to different factors or indicators may vary 
depending on the geographic context.  Comparisons are not to be made to other 
designated areas or adjacent areas but against ordinary countryside. 

 
The effects of settlements and other major developments are assessed on their individual 
merits by considering their particular character and qualities and their relationship to the 
adjoining landscape.  It is recognised that many settlements have cultural heritage qualities 
that can make a positive contribution to natural beauty.  This is true regardless of settlement 
size.  In some cases a settlement may detract from the landscape to such an extent that it 
should be considered an incongruous feature.  

The effects of incongruous features are assessed for the extent to which they detract from the 
natural beauty of an area under consideration.  It is relevant to take into account whether a 
feature is temporary or transient.  It is a matter of judgement whether an incongruous feature 
has such an adverse effect that the affected land fails to meet the natural beauty criterion or 
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whether it can be included.  The cumulative impact of such features and the degree to which 
qualifying parts of the potential designation are fragmented may be relevant to the 
assessment.  
 
The following additional guidance is also given as to how the natural beauty criterion should 
normally be applied: 
 
Table 2: Further Guidance on Applying the Natural Beauty Criterion 
 

• It is not necessary for the land to be included in a proposed designation to be of the same or similar 
character.  

• Field-by-field evaluation is not appropriate and there is no requirement that every parcel of land must meet 
the criteria.  

• The decision to include land that does not itself meet the natural beauty criterion depends on the location, 
scale and effect of that land.  Particular care is required at the margins of a designation. Within the main 
body of an AONB there is likely to be greater scope for the inclusion of sizeable areas of land which do 
not themselves meet the criterion.  

• If an area is fragmented by land which does not meet the natural beauty criterion to such an extent that it 
affects the ability of the area as a whole to meet the technical criteria, then the entire evaluation area is 
unlikely to qualify.  

• Areas whose features are partly the product of human intervention in the landscape may be included in the 
AONB.  

• A designation can ‘wash over’ (ie include) a large tract of land even though that land does not itself meet 
the natural beauty criterion, even close to the boundary of a designated area.  

• An evaluation area may contain land that meets the natural beauty criterion to varying degrees. Such 
variations should be identified. A decision can then be made on whether to exclude the non-qualifying 
parts of the evaluation area from the potential AONB designation or whether in the context of the area as a 
whole they can be included. 

• Changes in quality or character near the margin of an evaluation area should be recorded, as they may be 
important for subsequent detailed boundary setting.  

 
 
For each Evaluation Area (EA) an evaluation of natural beauty should be undertaken and 
structured using a summary table: 
 
Table 3: Structure of Natural Beauty Evaluation Table  
 
Evaluation Area: 
Landscape Context 
 

 

Natural Beauty Factors Evidence 
Scenic quality 
 

 

Sense of place 
 

 

Landscape quality 
 

 

Integrity 
 

 

Perceptual qualities 
 

 

Associations 
 

 

Artistic and cultural importance 
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Rarity or representativeness 
 

 

Conservation interest 
 

 

Evaluation 
Overall weight and spatial distribution of natural 
beauty evidence 
 

 

Recommendation as to land that should be 
considered as a candidate area 
 

 

Areas requiring particular scrutiny during 
detailed boundary definition 
 

 

Issues to be Addressed in Defining Extent 
Transition  

 
Fragmentation  

 
Incongruous features  

 
Wash-over  

 
Settlements  

 
 
6. Definition of Candidate Areas. An Evaluation Area (or part of an Evaluation Area) that 

appears to meet the natural beauty criterion (either by itself or with other areas as part of a 
larger designated area) is termed a Candidate Area. The criterion will need to be fully or 
mainly met for an area to become Candidate. 

 
C. CONSIDERATION OF DESIRABILITY 
 
7. Judgement of desirability to designate. It is for CCW to exercise its judgement as to 

whether, by reason of the natural beauty of the area, it is desirable that the area be 
designated as an AONB. This judgement should be based upon comprehensive evidence: 

• Confirmation the area is of such significance the AONB purpose should apply to it. 
This test should be based on identification of the area’s special qualities; rarity and 
representativeness of the landscape type, elements or features; and consensus – 
evidence of past and present recognition of the importance of the landscape. 

• Identification of the issues affecting the area’s special qualities. 

• Confirmation of the appropriateness of designation. Can the AONB purpose be best 
pursued through the management mechanisms, powers and duties which come with 
AONB designation. 
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Table 4: Structure of Desirability Evidence Table 
 

Candidate Area(s): 
 
 
 
Significance (special qualities, rarity and representativeness, consensus) 
 
 
 
Issues affecting special qualities 
 
 
 
Delivering the purposes of designation 
 
 
 

 

D. DETAILED BOUNDARY DEFINITION 
 
8. Identification of detailed boundary. The principal purpose of setting a detailed 

boundary is to determine where it is desirable that the designation of a particular AONB 
should begin and end. Boundaries are set to a series of considerations to ensure 
consistency – Transition areas, boundary types, other administrative boundaries, inclusion 
of settlements, integrity of settlements, incongruous development, land allocated for 
development, features of interest and marine boundaries. 

On completion of the methodology outlined above, CCW should immediately undertake the 
‘Designation Procedure for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty in Wales’. 
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