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Our Vision 
The Cambrian Mountains 

Society was formed in 2005 and 

has as its objects: 

 

1. To promote, for the 

benefits of local 

communities, and of the 

wider public, measures 

which will sustain or 

enhance the landscape, 

natural beauty, 

biodiversity, 

archaeology, scientific 

interest, and cultural 

heritage of the Cambrian 

Mountains. 

 

2. To advance the education 

of the public in the 

landscape, natural 

beauty, biodiversity, 

archaeology, scientific 

nature, cultural heritage 

and geodiversity of the 

Cambrian Mountains. 

 

  

 

We define the Cambrian Mountains as the area put forward for National Park designation in the 1970s.  This 

takes in parts of the three Local Authorities; Powys (50%), Ceredigion (40%) and Carmarthenshire (10%).  
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Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty What and Why? 

 
The legislation behind these areas was drawn up in 1949 with the ‘National Parks and Access to the 

Countryside Act’ and later strengthened by the ‘Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 2000’ (CROW). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Currently there are forty six 

members of the AONB family 

in Britain with four wholly in 

Wales. 

 The Gower, 

 Anglesey,  

 The Lleyn Peninsula, 

 Clwyd Hills and Dee 

Valley. 

 

We also have one cross-border 

AONB. 

 The Wye Valley. 

 

Of special note to us in Wales are: 

The Gower, the very first AONB designated in the British Isles in 1956. 

And also, following the Pathfinder report published by CCW in 2011, the Welsh Government 

recently extended the Clwyd Hills AONB to include the upper Dee valley. 

 

The primary purpose of AONB status is: 

To conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the landscape. 

 

With two secondary aims to complement the primary purpose: 

to meet the need for quiet enjoyment of the countryside; 

to have regard for the interests of those who live and work there. 

 

The overall responsibility for each designated area lies with the relevant local authorities, and where several 

authorities are involved, this is normally done through a body such as a Joint Advisory Committee (JAC).  

The Wye Valley AONB has four local authorities on its JAC, three English and one Welsh.  Other interested 

parties are also represented on each JAC including landowners, farmers, and local residents.  This model 

instils a greater sense of ownership in the local community. The actual day-to-day running of each AONB is 

carried out by a small team of officers, for instance, both the Gower and Lleyn AONBs have two officers 

attached to them.  Since the CROW Act each AONB’s Joint Advisory Committee and Officers have to 

produce and work within a Strategic Management Plan on a five yearly basis.  The Officers utilise both 

Local Authority planning controls and practical countryside management to realise both their AONB’s 

vision and its management plan.  We should emphasise, that unlike in National Parks, planning decisions 

within AONBs are retained by the relevant Local Authorities. 

  



“Ceredigion for All” and a Cambrian Mountains AONB 
 

CMS sees the Single Integrated Plan, as an important initiative by the Authority to both: 
 

ensure the welfare and well-being of Ceredigion’s residents, as well as  

promoting the County’s sustainable economic development. 

The Plan also acknowledges how important a resource the County’s countryside is in realising its ambitions. 

We are very supportive of how the LSB sees the SIP as an opportunity to both ‘maintain and strengthen 

Ceredigion’s Ecosystems by protecting and enhancing Ceredigion’s natural environment’  The People and 

Place priority to ‘Protect, enhance and improve access to the natural and built environment’ builds on this. 
 

                
 

We suggest that many of the issues raised in ‘Economy and Place’ (Theme 2 of the SIP) are not exclusive to 

rural Ceredigion, but are common to other areas in Wales already designated as AONBs.  For several years 

CMS have campaigned for the Cambrian Mountains to become the AONB at the very heart of the Nation, to 

both promote its unique landscape and also to address the above issues.  There is now substantial evidence 

that AONB status, in promoting the recognition of an area, provides great potential gains to both the 

economy and social cohesion of that area.  As such we see much common ground between designation as an 

AONB and the Authority’s SIP, especially with Theme 2.  We would like the opportunity to explore this 

further with the LSB Team.  A measure of success for the SIP might be in achieving AONB designation? 
 

Of course the Cambrian Mountains AONB would cover parts of Powys and Carmarthenshire as well as 

Ceredigion and its JAC would also help to cement collaborative working between the three Authorities.  

This would also accord with the aim of Welsh Ministers to see shared and integrated approaches to local 

problems. 

 

 
 

Looking down the 

Hengwm valley from 

Craig yr Eglwys. 

A walking group 

looking down on 

Nant y Moch 

 
Photo thanks to  

W. Gerson Lohman 



 

 

Good for Ceredigion’s Economy! 

 
In the 2001 Report ‘Valuing our Environment – Economic impact of the Environment of Wales’ it states 

that its quality environment is fundamental to prosperity in Wales. Six billion pounds GDP is directly 

dependent on the environment.  Sustainable use and management of the environment contributes about £1.8 

billion pounds in wages in Wales and accounts for 1 in 6 jobs.  

 

In the 2004 ‘One North East’ Report, the annual contribution-worth from protected landscapes of NE 

England is £700 million business turnover and 14,000 FTE jobs. It is also stated that a quality landscape and 

environment was a critical factor or influence on 49% of businesses who had relocated to the North East. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

And most recently: 
In November 2012 John Griffiths, the then Minister for Environment and Sustainability, visited the 

Clwydian Range and Dee Valley AONB to celebrate its first Birthday.  The Press Release says, 

 

The outstanding landscape of the original Clwydian Range AONB is a major factor in attracting tourists to 

the area. In 2006 rural Denbighshire enjoyed 1.58 million day visitors and 365,000 overnight visits.  The 

total revenue from tourism in Denbighshire is more than £91 million, with the rural visitor economy 

supporting 1,770 jobs. 

 

John Griffiths himself said, 

 

“Today’s visit is an excellent opportunity for me to speak to the Joint Advisory Committee about how their 

management of the area is progressing.  Both the Committee and I are committed to ensuring that the area 

delivers the very best outcomes for Wales, and that its beauty, varied landscapes and rich mix of wildlife and 

habitats are maintained.” 

 

  

Llyn Gwngu on the border 

between Ceredigion & Powys. 

 

Photo thanks to A O Chater 



 

What does an AONB Cost? 

Making comparisons with two other AONBs 

 
Table 1 (below) shows statistics from two of the existing family of AONBs. and compares them with the 

Cambrian Mountains.  Dorset AONB is slightly smaller in area than the Cambrian Mountains but has a 

larger population.  The North Pennines AONB is the second largest of the AONB family but much of its 

landscape is comparable to the “Cambrians” and has a similarly small, scattered population. 

 
 

District Area covered 

(km
2
) 

Population Local 

Authorities 

Full time equiv 

staff 

North 

Pennines 

AONB 

 

1983 

 

 

12,000 

 

5 

 

7 

Dorset 

AONB 

 

1129 

 

90,000 

 

5 

 

5.4 

 

Cambrian 

Mountains 

 

1210 

Approx 3,000 

(but 30,000 close) 

 

3 

 

- 

 

 

 

In Table 2 (below) we compare the income of the same AONBs for 2011-2012. 

 

Incomes for 2011-2012 North Pennines AONB Dorset AONB 

Local Authority Funding (£) £86,000 £63,376 

DEFRA Funding (£) £371,000 £188,344 

Total Core Funding (£) £457,000 £251,126 

LA Funding as %of Core 23.2% 25.0% 

Other Funding eg. HLF and 

Biffa (£) 

£1,218,114 £302,659 

Grand Total Funding (£) £1,675,114 £553,785 

LA Funding as % of Grand 

Total 

5.0% 11.0% 

 
Data has been calculated from the two AONBs Annual Reviews but as there seems to be no common format for publishing AONB accounts CMS is responsible 

for any inaccuracies. 

 

The element of core funding for the two AONBs above comes from Westminster via DEFRA but in the case 

of the ‘Cambrian’s’, just like all the other Welsh AONBs, funding would come from Cardiff Bay via Natural 

Resources Wales (NRW).  Obviously the ‘Other Funding’ element can vary from year to year and depends 

on how successful the partnership is in promoting interest in the projects it sets up.  For example Wessex 

Water contributed £20,000 towards the Dorset AONB Wild Rivers project during 2011-2012. 
 

Contacts for further information: 

Peter Foulkes (CMS Trustee)  peter.foulkes249@btinternet.com 
Ann West (CMS Chairman)  annwest@spamarrest.com 

 
Our policy document – ‘Cambrian Mountains – The Heart of Wales’  can be found on: 

www.cambrian-mountains.co.uk/documents/cambrian-mountains-sustainable-future. 

 

Prepared by Peter Foulkes on behalf of the Cambrian Mountains Society for Ceredigion County Council, April 2013 
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